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NACHAHA— OUR  HOPE 
Snapshot  taken  in  Rishon  le  Zlon  of  a  daug:hter  of  a  colonist.    Tlie  ctiiid  spealcs  only  Hebrew 


The  Day  of  Remembrance' 


BY  LOUIS  LIPSKY 


IT  was  the  first  day  of  the  New  Year,  and  the  synagogue  was  filled  with  a  mass 
of  worshipers.  A  little  to  the  right,  pressed  against  the  wall,  swaying  with 
the  worshipers,  stood  a  small,  bent  man,  with  a  Talith  veiling  his  face.  He 
himself  was  rigid  except  for  a  shudder  which  often  ruffled  his  Talith.  He  had 
stood  in  this  posture  for  some  time.  The  psalm  preceding  the  Shofar  blowing 
had  been  chanted ;  the  silent  prayer  had  been  passed ;  the  Chazan  was  beginning 
his  song;  but  the  man  was  oblivious  to  his  surroundings. 

A  thundering  note  broke  forth  from  a  thousand  voices,  followed  by  a  deep 
silence  in  which  the  soft  voice  of  the  reader  intoned  Keyoh,  and  then  the  Shofar 
thundered  forth  its  reminder  that  divine  judgment  was  about  to  be  sealed. 

When  he  heard  this  note,  loud  and  shrill,  the  man  drew  himself  together 
with  a  shudder.  He  seemed  to  be  transposed  before  the  high  court.  There 
were  the  Angels,  hurriedly  floating  by,  prostrating  themselves,  and  then  circling 
about  the  throne  of  God,  whose  awful  presence  seemed  to  pervade  all.  There 
was  judgment  to  be  given. 

"  Yossel,  Yossel,  Yossel !  "  called  the  Angel  of  Mercy,  "  here  stands,  Mas- 
ter of  the  World,  poor  and  unhappy  Yossel ;  see,  he  is  alone  in  the  world,  for- 
saken, a  poor,  down-trodden  worm ;  let  Thy  mercy  spread  over  him.  Oh  com- 
passionate Father!  " 

The  Spirit  that  Denies  interrupted  angrily,  "  What !  He  deserve  mercy  ? 
He  who  brought  on  the  death  of  his  wife !  Whose  sin  it  was  that  his  sons  were 
won  over  to  error  ?  " 

Yossel  heard  the  accusation,  and  knew  that  Satan  spoke  the  truth. 

•  From  M.  J.  Rabinowitch's  Stories. 
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In  the  meantime  the  Shofar  blasts  issued  more  strongly.  It  was  the  end. 
At  the  final  passage  a  long  drawn  out  and  more  impressive  tone  was  given  vent 
to.  .  .  .  On  the  Resurrection  Day  his  wife  Basha  would  also  arise.  Such 
a  trumpet  blast,  yea,  even  a  hundredfold  stronger  than  this,  would  thrill  the 
world,  for  not  a  mortal  would  press  his  lips  to  the  Shofar,  but  an  angel,  perhaps 
the  Archangel  Michael  himself!  And  the  sound  would  fill  the  four  ends  of  the 
earth,  from  the  heights  of  Sinai  to  the  nethermost  regions  of  Hell.  All  who 
slumber  in  the  sod  would  rise  from  their  beds  to  behold  the  light  of  God's  mag- 
nificence. Jubilation  would  reign  everywhere,  and  the  breath  of  life  would  re- 
enter, and  strong  young  men  would  arise,  blooming  young  women,  beaming 
children,  and  there  would  be  reunions.    What  joy ! 

And  his  wife  Basha  would  also  arise,  for  she  was  a  righteous  woman.  But 
would  her  spirit  be  happy?  Would  she  be  able  to  console  herself?  Would  she 
pardon  him  ?  A  picture  presents  itself  to  him,  and  he  sees  her  just  as  she  ap- 
peared under  the  bridal  canopy.  But  what  a  deep  sorrow  speaks  from  her  eyes ! 
She  moves  as  if  in  doubt,  and  he  understands  what  troubles  her  so,  and  he  feels 
his  heart  dissolving  in  grief, 

II 

It  was  long  since  he  had  visited  her  grave ;  the  mound  was  lonely  and  deso- 
late ;  only  the  swine  were  groveling  about,  thrusting  their  nozzles  into  the  earth. 
There  was  no  monument,  not  a  flower  near  by ;  only  moss  covered  her  last  rest- 
ing place,  and  ants  ran  in  and  out.  The  Christian  churchyard  was  not  far  from 
it,  and  the  graves  there  were  shadowed  by  green  trees.  There  everyone  slept 
in  the  midst  of  his  own,  surrounded  by  relatives  and  friends,  but  only  she  lay  in 
a  deserted,  forgotten  corner,  all  alone.  In  death,  too,  she  was  to  be  torn  from 
him.    How  terrible  is  such  a  lonely  grave ! 

"  Yet  I  alone  am  to  blame ;  I  brought  the  sorrow  upon  you,  you  poor 
soul,"  murmured  Yossel,  as  if  to  console  himself  with  that  confession.  "  Yet 
with  me  it  will  not  be  better ;  when  I  am  dead  no  one  will  recall  my  name ;  no 
one  will  say  Kaddish  after  me ;  no  one  will  light  a  candle  on  the  anniversary  of 
my  death.  But  I  have  not  deserved  any  better ;  I  have  earned  my  punishment ; 
but  why  must  you,  on  that  account,  be  put  to  such  grief,  why  ?  " 

And  the  days  of  long  ago  passed  before  his  spirit. 

He  lived  in  a  village,  many  miles  away  from  the  city.  In  the  same  town 
there  were  perhaps  twelve  Jewish  families.  By  dint  of  organized  effort  they 
gathered  a  Minyan  and  procured  a  teacher,  who  also  performed  the  functions  of 
Shochet.  He  himself  was  known  in  the  neighborhood  as  a  substantial  house- 
holder, licensee  of  a  wine  house,  with  which  a  store  was  connected.  In  his 
house  was  established  a  room  for  the  worship  of  the  small  congregation,  and 
there,  too,  was  the  schoolroom,  and  the  teacher  ate  at  his  table. 

His  wife,  Basha,  who,  in  the  goodness  of  her  heart,  always  welcomed  the 
poor  at  her  table,  was  especially  proud  to  have  the  instructor  of  her  children 
lodged  under  her  roof.    All  her  thoughts  were  directed  to  the  end  that  her  two 
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sons,  remnants  of  a  large  brood  of  children,  should  become  pious  and  educated 
men.  How  often  had  she  made  appeals  for  them  in  the  silent  blessing  of  the 
candles !    How  often  had  she  wept  hot  tears  to  have  her  holy  wish  fulfilled ! 

But  then  began  their  period  of  trouble.  The  Poles  started  an  investigation 
as  to  whether  the  Jews  in  the  town  were  there  under  legal  right  of  settlement. 
The  majority  of  Jews  could  not  prove  by  written  testimony  that  they  had  settled 
there  before  the  law  was  annulled  which  prohibited  Jewish  settlements  in  towns. 
The  Jews  were  ordered,  therefore,  to  depart  without  delay.  Only  Yossel  and  a 
woefully  poor  man  were  permitted  to  remain. 

The  departure  of  the  ten  or  twelve  families  was  the  death  of  the  religious 
congregation,  and  both  Minyan  and  Cheder  were  discontinued.  The  teacher 
was  dismissed,  for  Yossel  felt  unable  to  provide  him  with  his  livelihood. 

Sometime  after  the  religious  services  were  discontinued,  the  other  Jew 
moved  away  to  the  city,  for  he  thought  that  a  poor  man  could  manage  to  sub- 
sist in  a  large  city  as  well  as  in  a  town,  but  Yossel  could  not  decide  to  leave  the 
place  where  his  father  and  grandfather  had  lived  and  died,  where  he  was  born, 
where  the  whole  vicinity  was  familiar  to  him — all  the  fields  and  gardens — all  the 
woods  and  streams.  He  could  not  imagine  how  to  live  in  another  community, 
especially  in  a  large  city,  city  life  seemed  so  foreign  to  him.  And,  moreover, 
he  could  not  leave  his  business.  He  knew  what  competition  in  the  city  meant ; 
there  were  ten  hungry  laborers  struggling  for  every  piece  of  dry  bread;  why 
should  he  be  the  eleventh  in  the  crowd  ?  He  admitted  it  would  be  pleasanter  to 
attend  the  synagogue  in  the  city,  and  find  a  Minyan  always  there,  but  see  what 
sins  a  man  may  be  forced  to  commit  in  the  struggle  for  existence.     .     .     . 

As  he  stood  in  the  synagogue  on  this  day  of  judgment,  where  he  himself 
judged  his  life,  and  his  own  thoughts  produced  the  witnesses  against  him,  he 
was  forced  to  confess  that  only  Satan  could  have  thus  misled  him ;  could  have 
poisoned  his  mind  with  reasons  which  could  have  convinced  him  that  he  had 
better  remain  in  the  town.  But  truth  is,  he  admitted,  he  had  no  real  faith  in  God. 
It  pained  him  to  leave  his  business,  and  there  was  even  a  more  horrible  feeling 
that  filled  his  heart  at  the  time ;  it  was  that  the  departure  of  his  neighbors  would 
leave  their  places  empty,  and  he  would  profit  by  it.  He  v/ell  knew  that  this  feel- 
ing was  the  decisive  reason  for  his  remaining  in  the  town. 

In  his  memory  now  arose  the  moment  when. he  escorted  the  departing  fami- 
lies from  their  homes.  How  he  wept !  How  it  touched  his  heart  to  see  the  mis- 
fortune of  his  brethren  who  were  compelled  to  take  up  the  wanderer's  staflf! 
And  how  it  pained  him  to  part  with  those  families  with  whom  he  was  so  friendly 
that  he  well-nigh  considered  them  blood  relatives !  The  majority  of  them  were 
members  of  his  congregation,  related  to  one  another  by  bonds  of  sorrow  and 
friendship !  When  they  wept,  he  was  in  great  distress,  and  he,  too,  dropped 
tears  of  sincere  regret  and  sorrow;  but  somehow  in  the  hidden  corner  of  his 
heart  there  lurked  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  that  all  his  competitors  in  business 
were  about  to  depart.  He  felt  ashamed  when  he  thought  of  this,  but  he  could 
not  banish  it  from  his  mind.  "  What  has  overcome  me?  Am  I  no  more  a  man? 
Have  I  become  a  beast  ? — a  selfish  beast  ?  "     .     .     . 
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When  the  teacher  left,  Yossel  undertook  the  education  of  his  sons.  He 
himself  was  not  unlearned,  and  was  fully  capable  of  instructing  his  sons.  His 
eldest  son  was  dull,  the  younger  one  was  not  without  intelligence,  but  he  had  no 
desire  to  learn.  Both  were  genuine  farmer  boys,  who  delighted  to  play  with 
horses  and  understood  the  ways  of  animals.  They  were  not  interested  in  the 
little  "  black  dots,"  the  Hebrew  alphabet. 

His  wife  disagreed  with  him  as  to  the  methods  of  teaching  and  begged  of 
him  to  return  with  the  children  to  the  city  and  give  them  a  Jewish  education, 
but  he  always  postponed  it.  Basha  was  right,  there  was  no  system  in  his  teach- 
ing. He  could  not  instruct  the  lads  without  losing  his  temper,  and  when  he  lost 
control  of  himself  he  was  terrible. 

"  Why  do  we  stay  here  ?  "  she  would  repeatedly  ask,  M'hen  she  saw  her  sons 
growing  up  ignorant.  She  felt  lonely  ever  since  her  friends  and  relatives  had 
left  them,  and  she  saw  her  boys  finding  companions  among  the  ignorant  peas- 
ants and  adopting  their  uncouth  ways. 

"What  shall  we  do?"  her  husband  would  reply.  "I  am  not  rolling  in 
wealth  here,  but  at  least  I  earn  something;  and  what  can  I  do  in  the  city?  " 

"  What  will  become  of  the  children  ?  See  how  they  are  growing  up  !  After 
we  are  gone  they  won't  know  how  to  say  Kaddish,  and  not  one  candle  will  they 
light  at  our  Jahrzeit" 

In  his  heart  of  hearts  the  man  agreed  with  her,  and  decided  to  follow  her 
advice,  but  he  postponed  his  removal  from  summer  to  winter,  and  from  winter 
to  summer,  always  excusing  himself  on  the  ground  that  he  had  some  business  to 
conclude ;  and  so  the  time  passed. 

Then  typhoid  fever  was  epidemic  in  the  village  and  its  neighborhood.  There 
were  a  number  of  deaths.  Basha  was  also  taken  with  the  fever.  For  a  few  days 
her  illness  was  not  noticed.  Yossel  had  acquired  the  peasant's  habit ;  he  be- 
lieved in  preventing  the  sick  one  from  taking  to  bed  as  long  as  possible,  to  see 
whether  the  disease  could  not  be  cured  without  a  doctor.  When,  such  a  miracle 
did  not  occur,  an  old  woman  sage  would  be  called  in  to  speak  a  charm  and  to 
brew  some  healing  beverage.  The  old  woman  Yossel  called  in  did  her  best,  for 
she  had  a  deep  aflfcction  for  Basha,  who  was  known  as  a  kind-hearted  woman 
among  all  the  peasants.  She  gave  the  invalid  a  strong  concoction  three  times 
daily  to  induce  perspiration,  but  it  did  not  help.  The  sickness  took  a  dangerous 
turn.  Yossel  roused  himself  sufficiently  to  go  to  the  city  to  fetch  a  doctor,  but 
just  then,  owing  to  the  epidemic,  all  the  doctors  were  extraordinarily  busy.  He 
returned  with  the  promise  in  his  possession  that  the  doctor  would  come  the 
following  day. 

When  he  entered  the  house  he  found  Basha  dead. 

"  Hour  after  hour  she  called  for  you,"  wailed  the  old  woman.  "  Why  did 
you  come  so  late  ?    She  had  something  on  her  mind  to  tell  you !  " 

Yossel  gazed  upon  the  face  of  the  dead  woman.  She  seemed  to  be  asleep, 
as  if  her  last  words  were  still  hovering  about  her  lips — the  words  she  wished  to 
impart  to  him. 

"  I  forgot  to  tell  you,"  remarked  the  nurse,  "  the  inspector  was  here  and  he 
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said  had  you  come  an  hour  later  she  would  have  been  buried  without  you.  They 
will  not  allow  a  dead  body  to  remain  unburied  for  any  length  of  time,  on  ac- 
count of  the  epidemic." 

•'  I  will  take  her  in  my  wagon  to  the  city,"  Yossel  decided,  staggering  to 
his  feet,  as  if  in  a  dream.  "  Say  Tillim,  children,"  he  commanded  his  sons,  who 
were  in  a  corner  weeping.     ... 

A  police  officer,  Yossel's  friend,  appeared.  "  What  a  calamity  has  befallen 
me !  "  wailed  Yossel  to  him. 

"  It  is  God's  will,"  remarked  the  other. 

"  I  must  harness  a  horse  and  at  once  go  to  the  city  with  her." 

"  My  friend,"  remarked  the  other,  "  it  is  forbidden,  in  such  a  time,  to  carry 
.a  corpse  so  far.  We  will  find  a  place  for  her  somewhere  near  our  own  ceme- 
tery." 

"  What  do  you  say !  she  is  a  Jewish  woman !  "  stammered  Yossel,  almost 
beside  himself  with  grief. 

"  It  makes  no  difference ;  we  will  bury  her  close  by,"  replied  the  police  offi- 
cer. "  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  it  is  the  Inspector's  order  and  it  must  be 
done." 

Yossel  sought  every  means  in  his  power  to  gain  his  end,  but  it  was  impos- 
sible. He  was  compelled  to  acquiesce.  .  .  .  With  the  assistance  of  a  broth- 
er in  faith,  who  happened  to  pass  through  the  town  at  that  time,  Yossel  laid  his 
wife  to  rest  in  a  trench  near  by  the  Christian  cemetery. 

After  that  he  could  not  recall  whether  it  was  night  or  day ;  there  was  a  desert 
in  his  heart ;  the  world  was  full  of  confusion.  While  she  lived  he  knew  not  how 
to  value  her  at  her  real  worth,  notwithstanding  his  love  for  her.  Now  that  she 
had  left  him  forever,  he  felt  that  she  had  taken  with  her  the  very  light  and 
warmth  of  his  life.     ... 

Time  passed.  Yossel's  sons  became  sturdy  young  men ;  they  were  no  more 
afraid  of  their  father.  After  his  wife's  death  Yossel's  strength  seemed  to  leave 
him.  He  let  things  take  their  course.  His  sons  took  the  business  into  their  own 
hands.  Every  day  widened  the  breach  between  them,  and  the  young  men  be- 
came more  and  more  like  the  peasants  among  whom  they  lived.    .    .     . 

Once  he  determined  to  return  to  the  city.  He  disliked  the  sight  of  his  sons, 
for  they  trampled  upon  their  religious  duties,  and  more  and  more  followed  the 
disorderly  life  of  the  peasants,  but  he  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  will  to  warn 
them,  and  he  knew  that  even  if  he  had  the  will  they  would  not  heed  him.  He 
thought  that  in  the  town  their  downward  career  might  be  checked,  but  whenever 
he  spoke  to  them  of  returning  to  the  city  they  strenuously  opposed  it. 

After  much  deliberation  he  decided  to  transfer  all  his  property  to  them, 
and  with  a  small  sum  of  money  which  he  expected  his  sons  would  bring  from  the 
annual  fair  which  was  then  being  held  in  the  next  town,  he  decided  to  return  to 
the  city  alone. 

He  was  sitting  in  the  house — ^he  remembered  that  well — and  was  waiting 
anxiously  for  the  return  of  the  young  men  from  the  fair.  The  door  opened  and 
an  old  peasant,  with  a  fat,  beaming  countenance,  entered. 
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"  Cheerful  news,  Yossel !  "  he  cried  in  an  exultant  voice.  "  Excellent  boys, 
your  sons !    They  have  about  gone  and  done  it." 

"  Yes,  yes ;  great  sons ;  but  what  have  they  done  ?  "  inquired  Yossel,  with 
some  anxiety  in  his  voice. 

"  What  should  they  be  doing?  "  replied  the  peasant,  surprised.  "  Don't  you 
kiio.v  that  yesterday  the  priest  received  them  in  the  arms  of  our  holy  church.'*  " 

"  You  are  jesting,  Jesimowitsch,"  cried  Yossel.  "  Why,  my  sons  left  for 
the  fair,  to  sell  goods.    To-day  they  return.    It  cannot  be,  no !  " 

"  But  I  know,  brother,"  replied  Jesimowitsch,  "  they  did  have  goods  to  sell, 
and  they  sold  them,  but  it  is  also  true  that  they  were  baptized  yesterday." 

"  How  could  they  do  it !    How  could  they  do  it !  " 

"  Does  it  surprise  you  ?  They  have  now  quite  a  sum  of  money  which  they 
received  for  the  goods  they  sold,  and  they  intend  to  take  a  nice  little  farm  in  the 
neighborhood.  They  will  receive  a  loan  from  the  bank,  for  they  now  have  a 
right  to  acquire  land  in  their  own  name.  Why  don't  you  rejoice,  you  stupid 
Yossel ! "     .     .     . 

HI 

And  now,  as  he  stood  before  his  Creator,  and  he  considered  what  he  had 
done,  and  all  that  had  happened  to  him,  his  heart  was  lacerated,  his  spirit  was 
crushed,  his  life  seemed  to  be  worthless.  He  did  not  complain ;  he  felt  that  a 
just  punishment  had  overtaken  him,  for  he  had  not  followed  his  wife's  advice. 
But  he  felt  so  distressed  for  her  sake ;  for  her  grave,  lonely  and  deserted,  with 
no  children  to  pray  for  her  soul,  and  no  Jahrzeit  lights,  and  then  on  the  Resur- 
rection Day,  oh  the  greater  sorrow ! 

"  Kedusha!  Kedushal  "  cried  a  neighbor  to  him,  jostling  him,  plucking  him 
by  the  sleeve.  Yossel  passed  his  hand  through  his  moist  hair,  roused  himself 
from  his  reverie,  and  turned  his  face  to  the  East. 
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THE  GOLDEN  GATE  OF  JERUSALEM 


The  Word  Miraculous 

By  HORACE  MEYER  KALLEN 

ON  the  threshold  of  the  coming  age  he  stands, 
A  sleeper  new-awake ;  the  thoughts  that  teem 

His  heaven-storming  brain,  eager  gleam  on  gleam 
Flash  athwart  his  brow;  tensely  his  strong  hands 
Close  on  his  destiny ;  the  rotted  bands 

That  curbed  his  might  i'  the  glorious  beam 

Of  deed-bright  future  fall ;  the  moment-stream 
Of  time  is  null ;  he  Eternity  commands. 
O  Zion,  miraculous,  bless'd,  magic  word,' 

Hast  wakened  him  who  loved  thee  to  be  free. 
What  high  aims  in  his  fluttering  heart  were  stirred, 

What  boundless  strength  has  welled  on  him  through  thee. 
On  him  who  obsoletely  lay  immured, 

And  revels  now  in  thy  bounteous  Liberty. 
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Dirge  for  the  Ninth  of  Ab' 


By  MISS  NINA  DAVIS 

OTHOU  afflicted,  drunken  not  with  wine. 
Cast  to  the  earth  thy  timbrel ;  strip  thee  bare ; 
Yea,  make  thee  bald ;  let  not  thy  beauty  shine ; 

Despoil  of  comeliness  thy  presence  fair ; 
Lift  up  a  wailing  on  the  mountain  height ; 
Turn  thee  to  all  thy  borders ;  seek  thy  flight. 

And  cry  before  the  Lord 
For  thresholds  waste ; 
For  thresholds  waste ; 
Cry  for  thy  little  ones 
Slain  of  the  sword ; 

Lift  up  thine  hands  to  Him, 
To  Him  implored. 

How  hath  to  Zion  come  the  foeman  dread, 

Into  the  royal  city  entrance  found. 
How  do  the  reckless  feet  of  strangers  tread 

With  step  irreverent  on  the  hallowed  ground. 
Lo,  when  the  spoilers  stormed  the  sanctuary, 

They  fell  on  priests,  the  guards  of  sacred  rite, 
Watchmen  who*  kept  their  charge,  and  fearlessly 

Stood  by,  unflinching  'mid  the  deadly  fight: 
Until  their  blood  was  shed,  profuse  as  when 

Of  yore  the  Nile  was  turned  to  bloody  flow ; 
Within  the  curtain  burst  unholy  men, 

Yea,  even  where  the  High  Priest  feared  to  go. 
They  stripped  of  gold  thy  walls'  majestic  heights. 
And  the  fair  windows  of  thy  narrowed  lights. 

And  cry  before  the  Lord 
For  thresholds  waste, 
For  thresholds  waste, 
Cry  for  thy  little  ones 
Slain  of  the  sword ; 

Lift  up  thine  hands  to  Him, 
To  Him  implored. 


*  From  Songs  of  Exile. 
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The  voice  of  Zion's  daughter  sore  doth  moan, 

She  waileth  from  afar  in  anguish  deep, 
Uttereth  the  cry  of  Heshbon  overthrown, 

And  with  the  weeping  of  Mephaath  doth  weep : 
Woe.    I  have  drunk  the  cup,  have  drained  it.    Woe. 

Lions  with  savage  fangs  have  me  undone. 
Daughter  of  Babylon,  that  liest  low. 

Daughter  of  Edom,  O  thou  guilty  one — 
Wherefore,  O  Zion,  art  bewailing  thee 

O'er  this  thy  doom?    For  lo,  thy  sin  is  known: 
By  the  abundance  of  iniquity 

Beholdest  thou  the  exile  of  thine  own ; 
For  that  thy  watchman  true  thou  didst  forsake, 
To  hearken  unto  words  false  omens  spake. 

And  cry  before  the  Lord 
For  thresholds  waste; 
For  thresholds  waste ; 
Cry  for  thy  little  ones 
Slain  of  the  sword; 

Lift  up  thine  hands  to  Him, 
To  Him  implored. 


Rejoice  not,  O  mine  enemy,  o'er  my  pain, 

O'er  the  destruction  that  hath  come  to  me. 
For  though  I  fall  I  shall  rise  again ; 

The  Lord  yet  helpeth  me ;  yea,  even  He 
Who  scattered  in  His  burning  wrath  His  flock 

Shall  gather  me  once  more  within  His  fold ; 
He  shall  deliver  me  from  thee ;  my  Rock 

Shall  free  His  servant  to  thy  bondage  sold. 
Then  unto  thee  shall  pass  the  brimming  bowl. 
The  cup  whose  bitterness  hath  filled  my  soul. 

And  cry  before  the  Lord 
For  thresholds  waste, 
For  thresholds  waste. 
Cry  for  thy  little  ones 
Slain  of  the  sword ; 

Lift  up  thine  hands  to  Him, 
To  Him  implored. 
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The 
Fateful 
Day 


OBVERSE 


REVERSE 


MEDAL  STRUCK  BY  VESPASIAN  TO  RECORD  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF 
HilB?-<=    JERUSALEM 

pron  a  papyrus  fron  simon  ben  eleazar  hacomen  in  galilee  to  judah  ben 

jose  in  alexandria 

In  the  First  Year  of  Exile. 

MAY  the  Lord  in  His  mercy  send  comfort  unto  all  those  whe  mourn  for 
Zion ;  may  He  speedily  restore  us  to  our  land ;  and  may  He  rebuild  the 
Temple  even  in  our  days: 

Honored  and  Beloved  Friend:  In  hope  and  fear  I  write  concerning 
matters  whereof  you  know  the  general  particulars,  and  the  results  of  which 
grievous  evil  you  write  me — in  a  papyrus  that  has  reached  me  by  the  hand  of  a 
friend,  who  has  traveled  forward  to  Jabne — you  have  witnessed  with  your  eyes. 
In  peace,  but  heavily  laden  with  sorrows,  I  proceed  to  relate  to  you  all  those 
things  that  have  grieved  our  hearts  and  spread  woe  and  lamentation  through- 
out the  nation. 

I  write  thee  of  the  last  days  of  glorious  Jerusalem,  of  which  I  was  an  in- 
habitant, living  even  in  the  Courts  of  the  Priests  according  to  my  duty,  until  the 
end  of  the  siege. 

We  were  ahungered  and  athirst.  God  knows  when  we  last  ate  bread  and 
we  could  not  stomach  the  offal  and  garbage  that  fell  sometimes  to  our  lot.  But 
hunger  and  thirst  were  naught;  the  stench  of  decomposing  corpses  filled  the 
summer  air,  the  rivulets  were  black-red  with  blood  and  the  wind  blew  about  our 
faces  pieces  of  charred  garments.  We  were  no  longer  able  to  cleanse  ourselves 
and  the  ritual  was  performed  with  impure  hands.  The  sullen  boom  of  the  great 
rams  butting  against  the  stones  of  the  city  wall  resounded  everywhere,  and 
when  the  cloud  of  dust  lifted,  the  sun  gleamed  on  the  even  lines  of  the  Roman 
breast  plates.  And  when  we  saw  this  burnished  line  the  frenzy  of  our  race  pos- 
sessed us  and  we  rushed  like  mad  upon  the  foe. 

The  walls  by  the  east  and  north  were  gone ;  the  lower  city  had  been  sacked 
and  burned  and  the  Romans  held  the  streets  checked  by  our  arrows,  spears  and 
the  Greek  fire  flung  at  them  from  the  housetops.  From  Passover  until  the 
eighth  of  Ab  we  had  bled  and  bled  in  the  struggle  to  retain  Judea  for  ourselves, 
to  preserve  our  Temple  and  faith.  Sally  after  sally  had  crushed  legions  of  our 
Rome,  but  the  solid  phalanx  remained  a  nightmare,  enmaddening  our  vision 
whether  we  looked  east  or  west,  north  or  south. 
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Rome  wished  at  first  to  quell  rebellion,  then  to  remain  master  of  rich 
Judea;  and  then  burning  with  the  desire  for  vengeance  resolved  upon  the  de- 
struction of  our  people  and  the  devastation  of  our  land.  But  our  passions  were 
enfiamed  to  heroic  deeds ;  we  burnt  and  slew,  sacrificing  our  lives  without  com- 
punction. Men  threw  themselves  under  the  horses  to  wound  the  riders,  or 
leapt  boldly  upon  the  spears  to  break  a  Roman  square.  With  flaming  torches 
they  sprang  from  the  tottering  wall  onto  the  platforms  of  the  battering  rams, 
selling  their  lives  but  for  one  hour's  delay  of  the  ever-impending  triumph. 

Yet  we  had  faith.  Though  day  by  day  the  Romans  gained  we  felt  the  ulti- 
mate triumph  would  be  with  Israel,  and  when  the  camp  of  Titus  was  fired,  or 
when  he  was  wounded  in  leading  his  discouraged  army,  we  felt  we  still  were 
the  warrior  priests.     Yet,  who  could  mistake  what  the  eye  saw.     Men  and 
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women  died  of  hunger  and  of  the  sickness  of  the  siege,  our  army  thinned  each 
day,  and  from  when  the  sacrifices  ceased  the  glory  of  the  Temple  seemed  to 
depart.  A  wail  went  up  there,  and  the  Kinnoth  sounded  its  lament  from  end  to 
end  of  the  city.  We  bowed  in  humbleness  to  God  and  wept  the  tears  of  our 
parental  sorrow.  The  pain  of  our  humility  was  as  the  pang  of  ten  tortures  of 
the  flesh. 

And  yet  again  we  hoped  the  Lord  would  manifest  himself  in  the  last  mo- 
ment, and  our  hungry  stomachs  bred  portents,  flaming  swords  and  armies  in 
the  skies.  The  whisper  of  a  hope  fanned  our  emaciated  cheeks,  and  with  shouts 
of  triumph  we  rolled  our  masses  through  the  sally  port  on  the  army  of  Rome. 
Titus  fearing  even  to  the  end  for  his  triumph  offered  us  terms,  but  barely  a  voice 
was  raised  in  the  Temple  courts  for  peace,  and  the  subjugation  that  would  fol- 
low.   If  the  sun  of  Israel  must  set  then  let  it  set  in  a  blaze  of  war.    So  spake  all, 
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and  so  we  battled  to  the  uttermost,  for  we  sought  liberty,  and  there  is  freedom 
in  death  and  only  fear  in  life.    Woe  is  me ! 

The  night  of  the  ninth  of  Ab  had  come,  and  all  but  the  Temple  area  was 
smoking  ruin,  Jerusalem  was  a  holocaust,  and  even  the  Temple  had  been  smit- 
ten with  fire.  The  ninth  of  Ab — ill-fated  day!  The  omen  seared  our  heated 
brains;  we  still  held  the  Temple  from  the  portico,  and  the  golden  spears  still 
glistened  on  the  roof.  But  what  more  ?  We  crowded  in  the  courts,  whose  mar- 
ble floors  were  slippery  with  blood,  and  listened  to  the  clang  of  the  Roman  pa- 
trols sheltered  in  the  shadow  of  the  western  wall.  What  deeds  were  done  that 
night?  Whoever  feared  for  a  wife  or  daughter  put  wife  or  child  beyond  the 
ravage  of  Roman  lust.  The  very  steps  were  turned  into  ramparts,  with  the 
writhing  corpses  of  our  own  dead.  And  in  that  night,  too,  men  saw  wondrous 
visions  and  strange  men  prophesied  in  all  the  courts,  while  the  host  hurled  im- 
precations on  the  "  eagle  "  flaunting  from  the  Tower  Antonia.  Our  great  heart 
was  bursting  amid  tears  of  salt  and  blood. 

Dawn  came,  the  dawn  of  the  day  that  was  to  undo  us.  The  lifting  light 
brought  into  sight  line  after  line  of  Roman  legionaries,  and  when  the  purple  of 
the  morning  scene  changed  to  gold  this  army,  covered  in  a  sheen  of  fire,  mounted 
Moriah's  slopes  with  ten  thousand  spears.  We  struggled  in  the  lower  courts, 
fighting  with  spear  and  lance  and  knife,  with  hands  and  nails,  tearing  at  flesh  and 
garment,  while  from  above  the  very  ornaments  were  hurled  down  upon  the 
enemy;  the  slaughter  was  appalling,  reckless  even  for  our  daring.  We  flung 
ourselves  on  the  line  of  steel  that  pressed  and  pressed  more  closely,  crying  to 
God  the  while.  The  pillars  shook  with  the  clang  of  strife  and  the  welling  blood 
bathed  the  dying  and  the  stricken  who  in  their  last  agonies  bade  us  on  and  on, 
and  shrieked  Israel's  death  challenge  to  the  world.  Thrice  I  fell  and  slipped 
among  the  writhing  bodies,  but  up  again  refreshed  by  the  bath  of  blood.  .  .  . 
The  Romans  were  in  the  Court  of  the  Gentiles  and  ground  their  spears  in  the 
tessellated  pavement.  Then  the  sullen  cry  went  up.  Again  the  appalling  fear  of 
profanation.  All  that  were  left  of  us  flung  on  that  ever  growing  host  and  beat 
them  down  again  while  showers  of  missiles  rained  from  above.  But  it  was  in 
vain — but  I  only  saw  that  afterwards — shield  to  shield  they  rose  again  and  beat 
us  back  to  the  corridors  and  the  upper  chambers.  The  Court  of  the  Gentiles  has 
been  conquered. 

Then  they  wildly  stormed  the  Court  of  the  Priests,  and,  at  length,  foot 
by  foot  contested,  they  held  the  inner  Temple.  Yet  did  we  not  despair  ut- 
terly, or  rather  desperation  drove  us  to  a  mighty  deed.  We  sought  death  or 
salvation,  and  such  women  that  were  still  left  among  us  cheered  us  to  yet  an- 
other charge.  We  drew  our  forces  from  every  cloister  and  rushed  pell  mell  on 
the  enemy,  determined  to  save  the  Holy  of  Holies  from  profanation  and  dese- 
cration. With  the  cries  of  Deborah,  David,  Jehu  and  the  Hamoneans,"  with  the 
warcry  of  the  tribes  raised  for  the  last  time,  alas  we  seized  the  soldiery  and  bat- 
tered their  comrades  with  the  living  bodies  of  their  friends ;  our  spears,  wielded 
with  mad  rage,  drove  through  steel  shield  and  buckler.  The  Romans  wavered. 
We  pressed  on  and  once  more  held  the  portico.     Titus  himself  called  for  truce 
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and  offered  us  quarter  in  order  to  save  the  Temple.  We  would  none  of  it,  and 
the  coping  stones  of  the  roof  were  hurled  down  in  defiance.  Yea,  we  had  saved 
the  Temple  and  the  army  began  to  retreat,  but  a  torch  was  flung  into  the  inner 
courts  and  the  enemy  forthwith  rushed  on  us.  Titus  himself  led  his  troops,  still 
willing  to  save  the  beautiful  structure,  but  we  stood  in  the  flames  before  the 
Holy  of  Holies,  shielding  it  man  by  man  from  profanation.  Maddened  by  re- 
sistance the  Romans  began  to  attack  each  other  and  to  plunder  the  sanctuary. 

But  the  flames  had  spread.  The  Holy  of  Holies  was  in  flames  and  with  the 
inner  court  formed  a  circle  of  fire.  Crawling  along  the  marble  floor,  I  escaped 
to  the  Court  of  the  Gentiles ;  wounded,  I  lay  me  down  to  die  too,  but  death  came 
not.  The  circle  of  flame  whirled  round  and  round  the  sanctuary,  and  defender 
and  assailant,  all  within  it,  were  burnt  to  ash. 

I  lay  there  breathing  what  I  hoped  was  my  last  breath — for  the  Temple  was 
destroyed,  Jerusalem  was  laid  waste,  and  Israel  was  to  be  led  away  in  captiAaty. 

The  dark  night  had  come.  I  was  thrown  into  a  ravine,  and  there,  with  the 
wild  eyes  of  fever,  saw  the  smoke  ascend  where  once  had  ?tood  the  glory  of 
Israel.    Woe  is  me. 

Here,  away  in  the  wilds  of  Galilee,  and  I  still  hear  at  night  the  clang  of  the 
chains  that  bound  us  in  captivity ;  here  in  the  shelter  of  the  grass  I  hear  of  Ro- 
man triumph  and  Roman  glory.    Woe  is  Israel. 

Yet  shall  day  dawn  again,  and  as  the  hart  panting  after  the  water  courses, 
so  pray  I  for  the  dawn. 


OBVERSE  .  REVERSE 

MEDAL  STRUCK  BY  HADRIAN  TO  RECORD  THE  DEFEAT  OF  BAR  COCHBA 
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Ode  to  Zion* 

By  MRS.   HENRY    LUCAS 

ART  thou  not,  Zion,  fain 
To  send  forth  greetings  from  thy  sacred  rock 
Unto  thy  captive  train, 

Who  greet  thee  as  the  remnants  of  thy  fiock  ? 
Take  thou  on  every  side — 

East,  west,  and  south,  and  north — their  greetings  multiplied. 
Sadly  he  greets  thee  still, 

The  prisoner  of  hope,  who,  day  and  night, 
Shed  tears,  like  dew  on  Hermon's  hill — 
Would  that  they  fell  upon  thy  mountain's  height. 

Harsh  is  my  voice  when  I  bewail  thy  woes, 

But  when,  in  fancy's  dream, 
I  see  thy  freedom,  forth  its  cadence  flows 

Sweet  as  the  harps  that  hung  by  Babel's  stream. 
My  heart  is  sore  distressed 
For  Bethel  ever  blessed. 
For  Peniel,  and  each  ancient,  sacred  place. 
The  holy  presence  there 
To  thee  is  present  where 
Thy  Maker  opes  thy  gates,  the  gates  of  Heaven  to  face. 

The  glory  of  the  Lord  will  ever  be 

Thy  sole  and  perfect  light ; 
No  need  hast  thou,  then,  to  illumine  thee  , 

Of  sun  by  day,  and  moon  and  stars  by  night.  , 
I  would  that,  where  God's  spirit  was  of  yore 

Poured  out  unto  thy  holy  ones,  I  might 
There,  too,  my  soul  outpour. 

The  house  of  kings  and  throne  of  God  wert  thou, 
How  comes  it  then  that  now 
Slaves  fill  the  throne  where  sat  thy  kings  before? 

Oh,  who  will  lead  me  on 

To  seek  the  spots  where,  in  far-diptant  years, 
The  angels  in  their  glory  dawned  upon 

Thy  messengers  and  seers  ? 


•  Translated  from  the  Hebrew  of  Jehuda  Halevi. 
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Oh,  who  will  give  me  wings 

That  I  may  fly  away, 
And  there,  at  rest  from  all  my  wanderings, 
The  ruins  of  my  heart  among  thy  ruins  lay  ? 
I'll  bend  my  face  unto  thy  soil,  and  hold 
Thy  stones  as  precious  gold. 

And  when  in  Hebron  I  have  stood  beside 
My  fathers'  tombs,  then  I  will  pass  in  turn 

Thy  plains  and  forest  wide, 

Until  I  stand  on  Gilead  and  discern 

Mount  Hor  and  Mount  Abarim,  'neath  whose  crest 

Thy  luminaries  twain,  thy  guides  and  beacons  rest.  , 

Thy  air  is  life  unto  my  soul,  thy  grains 

Of  dust  are  myrrh,  thy  streams  with  honey  flow ; 
Naked  and  barefoot,  to  thy  ruined  fanes 
How  gladly  would  I  go ; 
To  where  the  ark  was  treasured,  and  in  dim 
Recesses  dwelt  the  holy  cherubim. 

I  rend  the  beauty  of  my  locks,  and  cry 
In  bitter  wrath  against  the  cruel  fate 
That  bids  thy  holy  Nazarites  to  lie 

In  earth  contaminate. 
How  can  I  make  or  meat  or  drink  my  care, 

How  can  mine  eyes  enjoy 
The  light  of  day,  when  I  see  ravens  tear 

Thy  eagles'  flesh,  and  dogs  thy  lions'  whelps  destroy? 
Away,  thou  cup  of  sorrow's  poisoned  gall. 

Scarce  can  my  soul  thy  bitterness  sustain. 
When  I  Ahola  unto  mind  recall, 

I  taste  thy  venom ;  and  when  once  again 
Upon  Aholiba  I  muse,  thy  dregs  I  drain. 

Perfect  in  beauty,  Zion,  how  in  thee 

Do  love  and  grace  unite. 
The  souls  of  thy  companions  tenderly 

Turn  unto  thee ;  thy  joy  was  their  delight, 
And,  weeping,  they  lament  thy  ruin  now. 

In  distant  exile,  for  thy  sacred  height 
They  long  and  toward  thy  gates  in  prayer  they  bow. 

Thy  flocks  are  scattered  o'er  the  barren  waste, 
Yet  they  do  not  forget  thy  sheltering  fold ;  , 

Unto  thy  garment's  fringe  they  cling,  and  haste 
The  branches  of  thy  palms  to  seize  and  hold. 
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Shinar  and  Pathros,  come  they  near  to  thee  ? 

Naught  are  they  by  thy  Light  and  Right  divine. 
To  what  can  be  compared  the  majesty 

Of  thy  anointed  Hne? 

To  what  the  singers,  seers  and  Levites  thine  ? 

The  rule  of  idols  fails  and  is  cast  down, 

Thy  power  eternal  is,  from  age  to  age,  thy  crown. 

The  Lord  desires  thee  for  his  dwelling  place 

Eternally ;  and  blest 
Is  he  whom  God  has  chosen  for  the  grace 

Within  thy  courts  to  rest. 
Happy  is  he  that  watches,  drawing  near, 
Until  he  sees  thy  glorious  lights  arise. 
And  over  whom  thy  dawn  breaks  full  and  clear 
Set  in  the  Orient  skies. 
But  happiest  he  who,  with  exultant  eyes, 
The  bliss  of  thy  redeemed  ones  shall  behold, 
And  see  thy  youth  renewed  as  in  the  days  of  old. 
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Dr*  Herzl^s  Evidence  before  the  Royal  British 
Gommission  on  Alien  Immigration 

THE  sixteenth  sitting  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Alien  Immigration  was  held  on 
Monday,  July  7,  at  the  Westminster  Town  Hall,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  James  of  Hereford,  Chairman  of  the  Commission.    The  other  members 
present  were  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Rothschild,  the  Hon.  Alfred  Lyttleton,  K.C.,  M.P.,  Sir 
Kenelm  Digby,  K.C.B.,  Major  W.  E.  Evans-Gordon,  M.P.,  Mr.  Henry  Norman,  M.P., 
and  Mr.  William  Vallance. 

The  first  witness  called  was  Dr.  Theodor  Herzl,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the 
proceedings  Mr.  Norman  said:  "  It  was  originally  arranged  that  I  should  examine  Dr. 
Herzl,  but  I  venture  to  suggest  that  it  would  save  the  time  of  the  Commission  and  be 
a  simpler  method  of  procedure  if  Dr.  Herzl  were  to  be  asked  to  read  his  own  statement 
as  a  basis  for  our  subsequent  questions." 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  Major  Gordon,  at  Dr.  Herzl's  request,  read  the  following 
statement,  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  witness: 

FORESHADOWED  DIFFICULTY 

"  I  am  an  Austrian  subject,  and  seven  years  ago,  when  I  was  living  in  Paris,  I  was  so 
impressed  with  the  state  of  Jewry  throughout  Europe  that  I  turned  my  attention  to  the 
Jewish  question  and  published  a  pamphlet  which  I  called  *  A  Jewish  State.'  I  may  say 
that  it  was  not  my  original  intention  to  publish  this  pamphlet  or  to  take  part  in  a  political 
movement;  but,  after  placing  before  a  number  of  influential  Jews  my  views  upon  the  Jewish 
question  and  finding  that  they  were  utterly  oblivious  of  the  danger  which  I  then  foresaw — 
that  they  could  not  see  the  large  black  cloud  gathering  in  the  East — I  published  the  pam- 
phlet which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Zionist  movement.  The  first  Zionist 
Congress  was  held  at  Basle,  Switzerland,  in  1897,  and  I  was  elected  President.  I  have  been 
re-elected  to  that  office  at  every  subsequent  Congress.  My  position  as  head  of  the  Zionist 
movement  brings  me  into  close  touch  with  Jews  living  in  all  countries  throughout  the 
world,  and  I  am  therefore  cognizant  of  the  state  of  affairs  as  affecting  Jewry  both  gener- 
ally and  locally. 

"  On  the  whole  I  regret  to  say  the  state  of  Jewry  is  worse  to-day  than  it  was  seven 
years  ago  when  I  published  my  pamphlet.  To  go  no  further,  there  had  not  then  arisen  the 
necessity — actual  or  supposed — for  instituting  an  Alien  Immigration  Commission  in  Eng- 
land. If  I  may  without  presumption  say  so,  I  foresaw  that  the  Jewish  difficulty  would 
arise  in  this  country.    In  'A  Jewish  State,'  published  in  1896,  I  said: 

"  *  The  Jewish  question  exists  wherever  Jews  live  in  perceptible  numbers.  Where 
it  does  not  exist  it  is  carried  by  Jews  in  the  course  of  their  migrations.  We  naturally 
move  to  those  places  where  we  are  not  persecuted,  and  there  our  presence  produces 
persecution.  This  is  the  case  in  every  country,  and  will  remain  so  even  in  those  most 
highly  civilized — France  itself  being  no  exception — till  the  Jewish  question  finds  a 
solution  on  a  political  basis.  The  unfortunate  Jews  are  now  carrying  anti-Semitism 
into  England;   they  have  already  introduced  it  into  America.' 

"  The  fact  that  there  is  now  for  the  first  time  since  Cromwell  a  perceptible  number  of 
our  people  in  England  is  the  true  cause  of  this  Commission  being  called  together.  Those 
w^ho  deny  this  are,  I  feel  quite  certain,  perfectly  sincere.  When  they  cry  out  about  Alien 
Immigration,  they  are  quite  unconscious  of  the  true  cause  of  their  complaint.  They  feel 
the  pain  and  they  point  to  the  place  which  hurts:  the  cause  of  the  pain  is  to  be  found  some- 
where of  which  they  know  nothing.  But  I  think  it  right  to  say  that  the  mere  establish- 
ment of  this  Commission  has  created  a  difficulty — in  itself  no  small  one.    For,  as  a  result, 
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the  Commission  must  either  recommend  restrictive  legislation  or  not.  If  the  former,  and 
its  recommendations  are  given  effect  to  by  Parliament,  then  England  will  break  away 
from  the  great  principle  of  free  asylum  to  the  oppressed,  which  hitherto  has  been  its 
glory,  although  the  endeavor  to  keep  out  the  poor  oppressed  Jews  cannot,  I  believe,  be 
successful.  But  if  restrictive  legislation  is  not  recommended,  the  mere  fact  of  this  Com- 
mission having  sat  will  give  an  impetus  to  immigration  to  England;  it  will  have  formed 
an  additional  notification  of  the  desirability  of  England  as  a  place  for  emigration. 

"  I  cannot  regard  the  question  before  the  Commission  as  a  small  one  in  comparison, 
a  question,  for  instance,  of  local  housing  or  local  overcrowding.  As  to  these,  I  know 
little  so  far  as  they  affect  the  districts  of  the  East  End  of  London.  The  most  I  know  is 
what  I  have  read  of  the  evidence  placed  before  the  Commission;  and  that  evidence  tells 
me  quite  plainly  that  questions  of  overcrowding  and  of  housing  are  at  most  incidental, 
that  the  forces  at  work  are  the  identical  forces  at  work  against  our  people  elsewhere,  the 
forces  which  I  have  denominated  'forces  of  common  trade  jealousy,  of  inherited  prejudice 
and  of  pretended  self-defense.'  These  forces  are  at  work  here,  and  mask  it  in  any  way 
you  choose,  the  cry  of  restricting  alien  immigration  arises  from  the  presence  here  of  a 
perceptible  number  of  Jews,  and  the  desire  that  that  number  shall  not  be  perceptibly  in- 
creased. You  have  had  witnesses  before  you  who  have  explained  to  you  the  reasons  which 
induce  Jews  from  Eastern  Europe  to  come  to  this  country  and  to  America.  Permit  me 
to  say  that  it  is  not  by  any  means  chiefly  material  advantages  that  draw  them  either. 
Moral  advantages  play  the  larger  part — a  desire  to  live  in  conditions  compatible  with 
human  aspirations — a  desire  for  the  freedom  of  life  and  soul  which  the  Jew  cannot  under 
present  conditions  know  in  Eastern  Europe. 

♦•  ELEND  " 

"  Whether  the  immigration  is  in  itself  desirable  for  this  country  or  not,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  say.  I  am  at  best  a  partial  witness,  and  just  because  they  possess  distinct  virtues,  such 
as  remarkable  industry,  sobriety  and  thrift,  these  immigrants  are  possibly  no  more  wel- 
come than  if  they  had  vices  unalloyed.  And  so  far  as  Eastern  Europe,  which,  because 
it  contains  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  whole  of  Jewry,  regulates  the  whole  of  Jewry, 
things,  as  I  have  said,  are  becoming  worse  and  worse  day  by  day.  I  need  only  point  to 
Roumania  as  a  very  present  instance  of  the  method  by  which  Jews  are  forced  from  their 
homes;  even  after  they  have  served  in  the  army  they  are  still  aliens  in  the  land  of  their 
birth.  For  the  Commission  must  understand  that  Jews  more  than  other  peoples— certainly 
not  less — are  attached  to  their  homes.  This  fact  makes  their  lot  more  tragic.  In  mediaeval 
German  the  word  "  Elend "  means  both  misery  and  exile,  and  the  two  have  ever  been 
synonymous  for  the  Jew.  So  you  must  not  imagine  that  the  Jew  has  rushed  from  the 
land  of  his  birth  immediately  conditions  were  made  unfavorable  for  him,  and  that  you 
here  in  England  have  got  to  the  end  of  the  question.  Indeed  I  must  congratulate  this 
country  upon  instituting  an  inquiry  into  it  at  what  hereafter  will,  I  have  not  much  doubt, 
be  regarded  as  almost  its  inception. 

"  The  perceptible  number  of  Jews,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  is  most  likely  to  increase, 
and  to  increase  from  immigration  under  present  circumstances,  because  I  notice  that  even 
Mr.  Arnold  White  would  not  try  to  exclude  those  immigrants  who  are  victims  of  perse- 
cution. That  limitation,  if  adopted,  and  it  is  impossible  to  think  of  England  doing  other- 
wise, leaves  free  entry  for  our  people  from  Eastern  Europe.  I  read  the  evidence  tendered 
to  the  Commission  by  Mr.  Llewellyn  Smith,  in  which  he  stated  that  as  many  as  58,000 
Jews  migrated  to  the  United  States  last  year.  The  numbers  to  me  are  appalling,  because 
I  can  form  an  estimate  of  the  misery  and  the  wrong  that  has  driven  these  people  forth 
from  the  places  in  which  they  were  born,  always  remembering  that  the  self-imposed  sen- 
tence of  exile  is  not  with  the  Jews,  as  with  those  of  other  nationalities,  for  a  term  of  years. 
With  the  Jews  it  is  a  life  sentence. 

"  That  a  serious  pressure  already  exists  in  England,  the  fact  of  your  Commission  sit- 
ting is  full  proof. 
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DISSEMINATION  SENSELESS 

"  It  matters  not  whether  the  pressure  that  is  felt  ought  to  be  experienced.  If  it  ought 
not  that  makes  it  none  the  less  severe,  and,  from  what  I  know,  I  am  certain  that  only  a 
big  measure  will  meet  what  must  become  a  big  question.  The  question  will,  naturally, 
always  be  a  bigger  question  for  the  Jews  than  for  those  among  whom  they  live,  however 
big  it  may  be  for  the  latter,  and  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  primarily  for  Jews  them- 
selves; others  can  only  help.  I  see  that  a  proposal  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of  has 
been  made  for  disseminating  or  dispersing  our  people  by  inducing  them  to  leave  the  East 
End  of  London  and  settle  in  other  parts  of  England.  This  appears  to  me  at  best  a  most 
shortsighted  means  of  meeting  the  trouble.  I  agree  with  what  Mr.  Greenberg  has  written 
upon  this  point  in  the  current  number  of  the  Jewish  Year  Book,  that  if  to-day  there  is 
an  evil  in  one  spot,  to-morrow,  this  plan  being  successful,  the  evil  would  be  in  many  spots. 
But,  above  all,  I  object  to  any  tacit  arrangement  whereby  only  a  certain  number  of  our 
people — and  no  more,  for  that  is  what  it  comes  to — shall  live  in  any  given  district. 

"That  Jews  themselves  should  be  devising  means  for  excluding  their  own  people 
from  whole  districts  is,  to  my  mind,  monstrous.  In  principle  they  are  pursuing  the  same 
policy  as  those  who  favor  a  restriction  of  alien  immigration.  I  cannot  say  that  I  am 
altogether  surprised  at  the  despair  of  which  this  is  indicative,  which,  at  the  very  outset 
of  the  Jewish  difficulty  here,  has  settled  upon  the  Jewish  community  in  England.  I  have 
warned  English  Jews  of  their  unpreparedness  to  meet  a  state  of  affairs  they  hoped  could 
never  arise,  in  speech  after  speech  which  I  have  made;  and  for  the  matter  of  that,  others 
of  our  school  of  thought  have  made  in  England.  What  surprises  me  is  the  depth  of  the 
despair,  the  extent  of  unpreparedness  which  can  propose  only  the  senseless  proposal  of 
dissemination  as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  which  are  fast  gathering  around  Jews  here  in 
England,  as  they  have  gathered  round  them  elsewhere. 

"  The  fact  is,  that  this  scheme  is  conceived  in  the  same  antiquated  spirit  as  what  is 
known  as  Jewish  charity.  Jewish  charity  is  still  run  upon  lines  that  in  the  Middle  Ages 
were  ample.    Alteration  of  conditions  has  entirely  outgrown  it. 

JEWISH  CHARITY  BANKRUPT 

"  In  old-fashioned  times  Jewish  charity  in  various  localities  was  instituted  largely  to 
relieve  the  needs  of  those  traveling  from  other  localities  who  had  been  rendered  paupers 
by  persecution,  and  the  motive-spring  was,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  uncertainty  as 
to  how  soon  the  charity  giver  of  to-day  might  become  the  beggar  of  to-morrow.  There  was 
a  kinship  in  misfortune;  if  not  actual,  then  prospective.  But  in  those  days  the  space  that 
had  to  be  traversed  by  the  wandering  Jew  was  but  a  few  miles,  a  walking  distance  perhaps, 
and  the  relief  required  was  what  was  necessary  to  carry  him  a  short  way.  To-day,  how- 
ever, the  means  of  communication  have  outgrown  the  charitable  system,  so  that  London 
charity,  for  instance,  is  responsible  for  the  moving  on  of  Jews  who  wish  to  migrate  from 
Russia  to  America,  and  to  such  a  point  of  perplexity  has  the  old  system  reached  that 
it  cannot  any  longer  always  employ  itself  to  relieve  the  people.  Thus  it  comes  about  that 
money  intended  to  release  Jews  from  their  wretched  state  has  been  used  to  send  them  back 
into  it.  This  was  notably  the  case  with  the  Roumanian  refugees  who  came  to  England,  and 
found  their  only  reception  in  the  one  recipe,  '  repatriation ' — repatriation  to  a  place  where 
the  repatriated  will  arrive  again  as  aliens.  This  is  what  I  have  meant  when  I  have  said 
that  Jewish  charity  is  bankrupt. 

ASSiniLATION  inPOSSIBLE 

"  Its  business  is  to  move  Jews  from  worse  to  better  conditions.  When  it  has  to  move 
them  from  better  to  worse  it  has  failed  and  broken  down. 

"  Then  there  is  the  proposal  of  assimilation,  and,  of  course,  those  who  put  forward 
assimilation  as  a  solution  of  the  Jewish  question  do  not  mean  merely  an  apish  assimila- 
tion of  slavish  and  often  vulgar  imitation.    They  mean,  I  suppose,  assimilation  by  inter- 


8o  THE   MACCAB^AN.  [August,  1902. 

marriage,  so  that  the  small  stream  of  our  race  may  be  merged  and  lost  in  the  broad  stream 
of  peoples  among  whom  they  live.  Well,  as  to  intermarriage  there  are  two  sides  to  the 
question.  Suppose  the  Jews  were  willing —  a  very  large  supposition — how  is  it  to  be 
imagined  that  people  who  will  not  put  up  with  us  as  neighbors  will  become  allied  to  us 
as  members  of  our  families?  I  am,  of  course,  speaking  of  intermarriage  as -a  world-wide 
policy,  not  in  a  few  instances  here  and  there,  which  take  place  now.  So  that  prior  to 
intermarriage  taking  place  the  whole  status  of  the  Jew  would  have  to  be  different;  at  least, 
throughout  the  world  he  would  have  to  be  regarded  with  feelings  far  different  from  those 
v.hich  are  now  general;  and  when  that  came  about,  when  the  world  came  to  appreciate 
the  Jew  at  his  true  worth  to  a  sufficient  extent  as  to  desire  intermarriage  with  him,  then 
the  world  would  probably  recognize  his  value  as  a  separate  entity,  and  give  us  our  right 
to  exist  as  a  separate  people,  according  us  our  rightful  place  among  the  nations  of  the 
world. 

"We  should  either  intermarry  before  the  world  was  ready  for  us,  and  thus  court 
disaster  by  a  revulsion  against  our  entering  Gentile  circles,  or  we  should  do  so  when  the 
world  was  ready  for  us,  and  then  there  would  be  not  only  no  necessity,  but  we  should  be 
destroying  a  people  the  world  had  come  to  recognize,  to  respect  and  to  desire  to  see  main- 
tained. I  am,  you  will  understand,  arguing  this  matter  for  the  moment  on  the  presump- 
tion that  our  people  were  willing  to  intermarry.  But  there  is  nothing  the  great  body  and 
bulk  of  our  people  hold  to  more  strongly  than  the  sentiment  as  to  marriage.  Intermar- 
riage is  not  regarded  with  aversion,  even  by  the  most  orthodox,  so  long  as  the  person 
contracting  a  marriage  with  a  Jew  or  Jewess  becomes  also  a  Jew  or  Jewess. 

THE  ZIONIST  SOLUTION 

"  There  remains  then  the  solution  I  foreshadowed  in  my  pamphlet  '  A  Jewish  State.' 
Naturally  what  I  wrote  then  I  would  not  entirely  write  now  in  the  same  language  or  in 
detail.  When  I  wrote  it  no  Congress  of  Jews  had  been  held.  There  have  now  been  five 
such  congresses.  I  was  writing,  therefore,  without  any  of  the  knowledge  I  have  since 
obtained  from  conversation  with  Jews,  nor  did  I  then  write  in  any  official  capacity.  But 
the  main  principle  holds  good,  the  solution  of  the  Jewish  difificulty  is  the  recognition  of 
Jews  as  a  people,  and  the  finding  by  them  of  a  legally  recognized  home  to  which  Jews  in 
those  parts  of  the  world  in  which  they  are  oppressed  would  naturally  migrate,  for  they 
would  arrive  there  as  citizens  just  because  they  were  Jews,  and  not  as  aliens.  This  would 
mean  the  diverting  of  the  stream  of  immigration  from  this  country,  from  America, 
where  so  soon  as  they  form  a  perceptible  number  they  become  a  trouble  and  a  burden  to 
a  land  where  the  true  interest  would  be  served  by  accommodating  them  as  far  as  possible. 
Given  to  Jews  their  rightful  position  as  a  people,  I  am  convinced  they  would  develop  a 
distinct  Jewish  cult — national  characteristics  and  national  aspirations — which  would  make 
for  the  progress  of  mankind.  I  perhaps  have  no  right  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Commission  to  this  branch  of  the  subject,  which,  it  may  be,  lies  entirely  outside  of  the 
reference  of  its  inquiry. 

"  But  I  feel  very  strongly  that  nothing  will  meet  the  problem  the  Commission  is 
called  upon  to  investigate  and  advise  upon  except  a  diverting  of  the  stream  of  migration 
that  is  bound  to  go  on  with  increasing  force  from  Eastern  Europe.  The  Jews  of  Eastern 
Europe  cannot  stay  where  they  are.  Where  are  they  to  go?  If  you  find  they  are  not 
wanted  here,  then  some  place  must  be  found  to  which  they  can  migrate,  without  by  that 
migration  raising  the  problems  that  confront  them  here.  Those  problems  will  not  arise 
if  a  home  be  found  them  which  will  be  legally  recognized  as  Jewish.  And  I  do  submit 
that,  whether  the  Commission  can  directly  influence  that  solution  of  the  problem  or  no, 
they  must  not  omit  to  consider  it  and  give  it  the  high  value  of  its  opinion.  So  far  as 
Jews  are  concerned,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  solution  is  practicable  and 
feasible,  and  is  the  one  above  all  others  which  they  would  welcome,  and  which  would 
obtain  the  most  earnest  co-operation  of  those  whose  hopeless  misery  is  the  cause  of  the 
troubles  with  which  they  and  you  are  confronted." 
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IT  IS  A  JEWISH  QUESTION 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  statement  Dr.  Herzl  was  examined  by  the  Commissioners 
as  follows: 

Q.  You  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  this  Commission  does  not  regard  the  question 
of  Alien  Immigration  into  this  country  as  only  a  Jewish  question?  A.  Yes;  but  after 
having  read  the  evidence  with  a  certain  amount  of  attention,  I  found  that  the  Commission 
dealt  principally  with  the  Jewish  immigration.  There  was  very  little  question  of  the 
immigration  of  other  nationalities. 

Q.  My  point  is  that  your  communication  would  convey  to  any  one  who  was  not 
otherwise  informed  that  this  whole  question  is  a  question  of  Jew  and  Christian,  whereas 
the  Commission,  I  think,  regards  it  as  an  economic  question.  I  wanted  to  be  sure  that 
in  anything  you  might  say  afterward  you  understood  that  we  dealt  not  only  with  Jews, 
but  with  Italians  and  any  class  of  immigrants,  just  as  we  should  with  Chinese  if  they 
were  here.  A.  I  see  that  it  is  principally  an  economic  question  because  of  the  tendency 
to  inquire  about  virtues.  When  you  deal  with  alien  immigrants  you  ask  whether  these 
people  have  virtues  or  vices.  I  understand  it  is  not  only  from  the  moral  standpoint,  but 
principally  from  the  economic,  otherwise  there  would  have  been  more  speaking  about 
certain  classes  of  immigrants  which  are  massed  in  several  points  of  London,  and  whose 
moral  standing  is  rather  lower.  I  would  not  say  anything  against  another  group  of  men, 
but  there  are  those  whose  moral  standing  is  rather  lower  than  that  of  the  Jewish  working- 
men  in  the  East  End.  The  inquiring  about  virtues  shows  it  is  a  sign  that  it  is  an  economic 
question.    A  competitor  who  is  more  virtuous  is  more  dangerous. 

Q.  As  to  whether  this  immigration  is  a  good  thing  for  us  or  not,  you  express  no  opin- 
ion? A.  I  ami  not  an  Englishman,  but  if  I  were,  I  should  not  consider  industrious,  sober 
and  thrifty  people  undesirable  immigrants.  If  I  were  an  Englishman  I  should  try  to  find 
out  the  right  place  for  these  forces  which  are  coming,  and  strengthening,  in  my  opinion,  the 
power  of  the  land.  That  would  be  my  point,  I  could  not  find  them  undesirable  if  investi- 
gations proved  that  they  are  sober,  thrifty  and  industrious. 

Q.  Your  reply  takes  me  rather  further  than  I  meant  to  go  at  this  moment;  I  will  pass 
to  another  point.  You  say  that  the  number  of  Jews  coming  will  necessarily,  in  your 
opinion,  increase  from  immigration?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  We  must  expect  that?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  lay  emphasis  here  upon  the  moral  forces  which  bring  these  Jewish  immi- 
grants, but  you  do  not,  of  course,  overlook  the  fact  that  there  are  great  material  forces 
which  bring  them  as  well.  The  fact  that  they  find  it  easier  to  get  on  and  prosper  here 
and  make  money  in  competition  plays  at  least  as  large  a  part  as  the  moral  forces  in 
bringing  them  over?  A.  An  immigrant  Jew  is  in  a  condition  in  which  he  is  not  able  to 
foresee  what  will  happen  ten  years  after,  when  he  comes  to  a  higher  social  scale  where 
he  will  make  greater  enterprises.  At  the  moment  of  his  immigration  his  only  thought  is 
not  to  starve.  I  think  there  is  less  reflection  in  it  than  you  think;  that  is  to  say,  it  is 
like  a  natural  force  which  drives  them,  and  like  a  water  stream  which  tries  to  find  out 
the  place  of  least  resistance. 

THE  POOL  OF  BLOOD 

Q.  The  immigrant  thinks  he  is  less  likely  to  starve  by  coming  to  this  country?  A. 
That  brings  us  to  the  condition  of  foreign  Jews  in  the  pale  in  Eastern  Europe.  May  I  be 
allowed  to  give  my  opinion  upon  that  point?  You  have  done  me  the  honor  of  calling  me 
because  you  want  to  hear  the  truth,  and  to  the  best  of  my  sincerity  I  give  it.  If  you  want 
to  understand  this  question,  you  must  not  only  try  to  see  it  from  the  East  End  of  London 
point  of  view,  you  must  try  to  see  it  from  the  Eastern  Europe  point  of  view;  and  if  I  may 
anticipate  a  question  which  will  necessarilj'  arise,  I  think  if  you  see  a  pool  of  blood  in 
your  room,  you  have  the  natural  wish  to  clean  your  room.  But  what  is  the  reason  for 
the  pool  of  blood?  The  reason  is  that  outside  is  a  wounded  man.  Help  the  wounded 
man  first  and  afterward  clean  your  room.    That  is  the  situation. 
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Q.  Among  the  moral  forces  which  bring  these  immigrants  here,  and  the  material  forces 
too,  do  you  say  that  Jewish  charity  is  a  magnet  which  draws  them  here?  A.  I  think  so. 
May  I  be  allowed  to  add  that  I  am  very  thankful,  from  a  human  standpoint,  for  this  great 
Jewish  charity  as  it  is  exercised  in  London,  and  if  I  make  objections  they  are  only  from 
a  political  point  of  view.  Certainly,  I  do  not  say  it  is  wrong  to  give  a  piece  of  bread  to  a 
starving  man. 

Q.  We  all  appreciate  these  magnificent  charities  from  that  point  of  view;  but  the 
question  has  often  arisen  before  this  Commission  whether  they  have  not  another  very 
striking  eflfect,  namely,  to  serve  as  a  magnet  to  attract  the  very  poorest?  A.  Yes,  you 
see  the  difficulty.  The  reproaches  to  the  resident  Jews  would  be  far  greater  if  they  did  not 
give  this  charity,  if  they  left  these  poor  people  to  the  general  charity.    It  is  a  perplexity. 

ANTI-SEMITISM  POSSIBLE  IN  ENGLAND 

Q.  I  am  not  discussing  the  moral  aspect  of  the  charity,  I  am  only  discussing  its 
economic  effect.  You  speak  in  this  statement  of  yours  of  a  state  of  affairs  in  connection 
with  this  matter  which  will  arise  in  this  country  if  the  immigration  goes  on.  What  state 
of  affairs  had  you  in  your  mind?  A.  I  shall  not  try  to  make  prophecies,  but  I  think  from 
what  we  see  there  are  the  same  natural  forces  working  in  the  grouping  of  men  here  as 
elsewhere ;  and  if  the  number  of  immigrants  grows,  I  think  you  will  get  an  anti-Semitic 
feeling  which  I  am  happy  to  say  does  not  exist  in  England  generally.  I  think  in  general 
it  can  be  stated  that  England  is  not  an  anti-Semitic  country,  but  I  am  afraid  it  could 
become  one  some  day.  I  think  it  is  of  general  interest;  and  for  that  reason  I  ask  per- 
mission to  speak  broadly.  This  character  of  England  as  a  free  country  is  not  only  an 
English  question,  but  it  is  a  question  of  universal  interest. 

Q.  Therefore  you  do  regard  the  possible  growth  of  an  anti-Semitic  feeling  in  this 
country,  which  everybody  would  deeply  deplore,  as  being  one  of  the  dangers  of  this 
unrestricted  immigration,  if  it  continues?  A.  I  would  not  answer  the  question  as  to 
restriction  or  not.  You  say  "  unrestricted  immigration."  The  restriction  is  a  separate 
question.  I  am  afraid  undiverted  immigration  could  in  time  create  such  an  anti-Jewish 
feeling. 

Q.  That  was  my  point.  With  regard  to  remedies,  as  you  have  seen,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested here,  and  the  view  is  held  by  many  people,  that  dissemination  of  the  present  Jewish 
immigrants,  distributing  them  from  the  one  little  center  in  East  London  to  different  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  would  be  a  proper  and  feasible  solution;  that  is  not  your  opinion, 
is  it?  A.  No.  I  remember  in  my  legal  career— I  do  not  know  if  you  have  such  a  thing  in 
England— the  interdiction  of  changing  place.  I  do  not  know  how  you  call  it  in  your  legal 
language,  but  I  think  you  have  not  such  a  thing  at  all. 

The  Chairman:  No.  Dr.  Herzl :  It  is  not  an  English  idea;  it  is  rather  a  Russian  or  a 
reactionary  idea,  to  fix  a  man  as  to  where  he  should  live.  As  I  understand,  English  feel- 
ings are  against  that. 

The  Chairman:  We  have  no  such  thing.  It  is  a  police  regulation,  you  mean?  Dr. 
Herzl:  Yes;  I  could  not  understand  how  Jews  themselves  could  propose  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  Norman:  Dissemination,  as  we  understand  it,  means  simply  relieving  the  pressure 
at  one  point  by  encouraging,  and  not  by  in  any  way  forcing  these  people  to  settle  in  other 
parts.  A.  I  think  that  is  a  very  impracticable  idea.  I  would  not  enter  into  details,  but  I 
think  that  the  moment  you  see  it,  it  is  impracticable. 

Q.  You  hold  the  view  that  that  would  be  merely  to  create  in  time  in  many  places  the 
evil  which  at  present  chiefly  exists  in  one  place?  A.  It  is  a  question  which  I  think  has 
not  been  seen  through  by  those  who  put  it  forward.  A  man  whom  you  encourage  to 
settle  anywhere  will  believe  that  you  are  obliged  to  maintain  him.  He  will  always  come  to 
say,  "  Well,  you  told  me  to  stay  there,  and  you  must  give  me  some  means  of  earning  my 
living  there."    It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  that,  I  think. 

Q.  In  fact,  you  say  you  regard  that  solution  as  being  a  senseless  one?  A.  Yes;  if 
that  word  is  not  too  strong  for  me. 
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Q.  With  regard  to  assimilation  as  a  remedy,  as  I  gather  from  you,  it  neither  could  be 
expected,  nor,  from  the  Jewish  point  of  view,  is  it  to  be  desired?  A.  I  myself  was  an 
assimilated  Jew,  and  I  speak  from  experience.  I  think  the  Jews  have  rather  a  natural 
tendency  to  assimilate.  There  arrives  a  moment  when  they  are  in  a  very  good  way.  And 
just  at  that  moment  comes  anti-Semitism.  The  whole  of  history  has  taught  us  that  never 
have  Jews  been  in  a  happier  condition  than  they  were  in  Spain  before  the  Inquisition  and 
expulsion  of  the  15th  century.  They  were  then  all  they  could  be,  and  they  had  all  they 
could  have. 

"A  TROUBLE  AND  A  BURDEN" 

Q.  In  fact,  a  vital  diflference  of  point  of  view  between  yourself  and  certain  other  in- 
fluential Jews,  is  that  they  rather  desire  the  process  of  assimilatwn,  whereas  you  desire 
the  persistence  of  Jewish  nationality?  A.  I  think  that  is  like  what  the  Roman  Church 
calls  a  question  of  form,  forum  internum.  You  must  leave  that  to  every  man  for  himself, 
and  he  must  himself  decide  whether  he  will  assimilate  or  not,  whether  he  will  go  to  an- 
other nation  or  belong  to  his  historical  nation.  I  say  it  is  not  right  to  influence  a  man  to 
do  it,  except  by  putting  arguments  before  him,  or  letting  the  forces  work. 

Q.  In  these  notes  you  freely  admit  that  "  as  soon  as  these  immigrants  become  a  per- 
ceptible number  they  become  a  trouble  and  a  burden."  Those  are  your  words?  A.  There 
are  economic  reasons  which  have  been  explained  at  length  before  you  by  men  who  know 
well  the  condition  of  the  East  End. 

Q.  I  merely  wish  to  get  out  once  more  the  fact  that  in  your  opinion  also  this  increase 
of  numbers  produces  "trouble  and  burden"?  A.  Yes;  but  not  because  they  are  Jews 
with  special  Jewish  characteristics.  Perhaps  you  will  remember  what  happened  in  1892-5 
in  France.  There  were  very  serious  riots  against  Italian  workingmen.  You  had  there 
two  peoples  of  very  near  historical  and  racial  kinship,  and  they  had  such  troubles,  for 
economic  reasons,  about  bread. 

Q.  Entirely  apart  from  any  question  of  race  or  nationality  of  these  immigrants,  they 
do,  when  their  numbers  increase,  as  you  have  said,  become  "  a  trouble  and  a  burden," 
quite  apart  from  any  question  of  race  or  nationality?  A.  For  this  well-known  economic 
reason,  that  they  can  work  cheaper  because  they  come  under  unspeakable  conditions. 

Q.  But  the  fact  is  so?  A.  The  fact  is  so  everywhere  where  you  have  too  many  com- 
petitors. 

Q.  You  hold  that  the  "  trouble  and  burden  "  can  only  be  dealt  with  at  the  source, 
by  diverting  the  stream  of  immigration?  A.  By  diverting  the  stream  in  such  a  way  as 
each  would  take.    This  diversion,  in  my  idea,  must  not  be  forced  upon  them. 

Q.  It  must  be  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  them?  A.  Yes;  and  to  bring  them  under 
happier  conditions. 

Q.  But,  at  any  rate,  it  cannot  be  dealt  with,  in  your  opinion,  at  the  place  itself  where 
the  trouble  and  burden  occur.    I  gather  that  is  your  opinion?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  must  be  dealt  with  far  away,  where  the  trouble  begins,  where,  according  to  your 
own  simile,  the  wounded  man  lies?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Therefore  it  follows  logically  from  that  that  you  would  regard  any  regulations 

about  overcrowding,  sanitary  regulations  and  regulations  of  a  purely  local  character 

A.  As  insufficient. 

The  Chairman:  As  insufficient  to  meet  what?  A.  To  meet  the  difficulty  by  measures 
against  overcrowding. 

The  Chairman:  Do  you  mean  the  difficulty  throughout  Europe? 

Mr.  Norman:  No;  in  East  London,  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  the  trouble  and  burden. 
The  chairman  desires  me  to  ask  you  whether  you  mean  the  trouble  and  burden  on  the 
Jewish  race,  or  the  trouble  and  burden  on  the  community  here  '  A.  On  the  general  com- 
munity. 

Q.  In  England?    A.    Yes. 

Q.  You  mean  the  local  burden?    A.  I  think  if  you  could  succeed  in  bringing  a  remedy 
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to  this  local  question  you  would  only  cure  a  symptom  and  not  the  illness.  I  do  not  believe 
you  could  find  efficacious  measures  against  this  overcrowding. 

Q.  When  you  spoke  of  "  when  there  becomes  a  perceptible  number  of  these  immi- 
grants here,  then  the  trouble  and  burden  arises,"  what  you  had  in  mind  was  the  trouble 
and  burden  in  the  community  in  which  they  found  themselves? 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby:  I  did  not  understand  that. 

Mr.  Norman:  I  will  refer  to  the  passage.  It  is  in  the  quotation,  "This  would  mean 
the  diverting  of  the  stream  of  immigration  from  this  country  and  America,  where  so  soon 
as  they  form  a  perceptible  number  they  become  a  trouble  and  a  burden."  That  means  they 
become  a  trouble  and  a  burden  here. 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby:  I  understand  the  point  of  Dr.  Herzl's  evidence  to  be,  that  in  order 
to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  Jewish  problem  it  is  desirable  that  they  shall  be  diverted 
elsewhere  than  to  countries  where  they  will  be  aliens.  I  thought  he  was  at  no  time  speak- 
ing of  the  trouble  and  burden  here,  because  he  had  no  experience  of  it. 

Dr.  Herzl:  I  said  that  I  knew  about  that  only  what  I  learn  through  the  evidence  given 
before  this  Commission.  The  local  question  and  the  London  question  you  know  far  better 
than  I  do. 

Mr.  Norman:  As  regards  the  details,  but  as  regards  the  general  effect  I  presume 
you  judge  it  from  the  results?  A.  J  must  confess  I  think  it  is  a  very  commonplace  saying, 
because  it  is  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world,  that  if  you  get  too  many  shoemakers 
in  one  street,  against  the  last  shoemaker  there  would  perhaps  be  a  riot. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  this  trouble  and  burden  must  be  dealt  with  at  the  place  where 
the  burden  is  felt?    A.    Yes. 


THE  COMMISSION  MUST  ACT 

Q.  If  you  look  at  it  for  a  moment  from  a  purely  English  point  of  view,  whatever  the 
distant  cure  is,  from  an  English  point  of  view,  it  can  only  be  cured  by  taking  some  step 
which  will  stop  the  influx  of  these  immigrants  into  the  country  when  they  cause  the 
trouble  and  the  burden?  A.  That  is  the  question  before  you  to  decide,  whether  you  will 
be  English  or  inhuman,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so  in  my  free  speaking  way;  whether 
you  will  protect  your  native  labor  which  pretends  to  be  damaged,  or  whether  you  will 
close  your  doors  on  a  very  miserable  ?.nd  very  pitiable  group  of  men. 

The  Chairman:  Does  not  the  witness  accept  the  old  Latin  saying,  that  you  must  go 
to  the  fountain  to  find  the  evil,  melins  est  petere  f antes  quam  sectari  rivulosf    A.    Yes. 

Mr.  Norman:  You  would  accept  the  Chairman's  words,  that  to  cure  the  evil  you  must 
go  to  the  fountain?    A.  Certainly. 

Q.  You  point  out  that  the  fact  of  this  Commission  having  sat  makes  it  imperative  in 
our  own  interest  that  something  should  be  done?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Having  begun  in  self-defense  we  must  go  on?  A.  In  self-defense,  or  by  way  of 
help;  and  I  think  the  best  self-defense  would  be  a  generous  and  broad-minded  measure, 
which  perhaps  I  could  put  in  one  way  or  another   before  you  for  consideration. 

Q.  Apart  from  the  actual  cure  which  might  be  adopted,  you  hold  that  the  Commis- 
sion having  sat  is,  as  it  were,  a  great  advertisement  of  this  country  to  these  immigrants 
everywhere,  and  if  nothing  is  done  their  numbers  will  increase  even  more  rapidly  than 
before?  A.  I  think  in  every  case  when  a  Commission  comes  together  they  must  try  to 
get  a  result.  If  you  ask  me  whether  you  could  do  any  efficacious  work  as  regards  the 
local  question,  I  give  you  my  opinion  that  I  think  it  is  not  possible. 

Q.  I  only  desire  to  get  your  meaning  quite  clearly  upon  this  point.  I  will  put  it  in 
this  way:  supposing  it  were  desirable  for  us  to  do  something,  having  sat  now,  it  becomes 
much  more  desirable  than  ever?    A.  Certainly. 

Q.  On  the  whole,  you  think  it  a  good  thing,  and  you  congratulate  us  that  the  Com- 
mission has  sat?    A.  Yes;  because  in  other  countries,  even  in  free  America  they  simply 
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closed  the  door.    I  think  it  is  a  good  thing  that  you  in  England  should  first  try  to  under- 
stand the  situation,  and  you  will  do  so. 

Q.  You  understand,  of  course,  that  it  is  not  from  any  lack  of  sympathy  that  I  am  not 
putting  questions  of  a  different  kind  to  you.  I  have  been  as  brief  as  possible,  turning  my 
attention  only  to  these  very  material  points?    A.  Certainly. 

PERSECUTION  CAUSES  IMMIGRATION 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  With  regard  to  persecution,  I  want  to  get  clearly  from  you  what 
ground  there  is  for  saying  that  the  immigration  of  Jews  to  this  country  is  solely  or  mainly 
due  to  persecution?  A.  Do  you  ask  if  I  mean  that  the  immigration  to  this  country  is 
solely  due  to  persecution? 

Q.  No;  but  the  tendency  of  your  statement  is  that  these  are  a  persecuted  people,  and 
they  consequently  come  here  being  driven  from  their  own  homes.  What  ground  have  you  for 
stating  that  their  coming  here  is  due  to  persecution  either  solely  or  mainly?  A.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  due  solely  to  persecution.  All  these  questions  generally  touch  human  questions. 
I  think  a  man  has  a  natural  tendency  to  remain  on  his  soil  if  he  has  a  soil.  There  may 
be  exceptions  among  some  young  people,  adventurers  and  merchants  discovering  new 
parts  of  the  world  and  so  on;  but  the  average  person  has  rather  a  tendency  to  remain 
on  his  soil.  I  cannot  say  it  is  solely  persecution,  for  among  those  coming  here  are  ad- 
venturers and  young  people  who  like  to  know  the  world,  just  like  your  young  English  people 
go  to  India,  China,  and  so  on.  But  I  think  among -the  family  fathers,  the  patries  familii, 
coming  here,  they  only  come  when  they  are  in  very  deep  depression.  When  a  man  is 
already  at  home  with  his  family  he  does  not  like  to  change  his  place. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  within  the  Russian  Pale?  A.  No;  but  every  day  I  receive 
thirty  or  forty  letters. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  at  actually  is  the  nature  of  the  persecution,  you  say  that  part 
of  it,  at  all  events,  is  due  to  persecution  and  part  to  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  the  desire 
to  move  onwards.  I  want  to  know  what  the  persecution  actually  consists  of?  A.  It  is  an 
economic  boycott.  Is  that  persecution?  Certainly.  Then  they  are  persecuted.  This 
<luestion  has  many  forms:  in  one  place  they  are  administrative,  and  in  another  place  they 
are  legal  persecutions.  You  see  local  persecution  in  one  town  and  general  conditions  in 
another,  but  everywhere  the  Jew  is  the  scapegoat,  the  whipping-boy,  and  one  day  he  tries 
no  longer  to  be  a  scapegoat  and  he  seeks  other  skies. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Russo-Jcwish  Committee  or  the  chair- 
man of  it,  Mr.  N.  S.  Joseph,  has  stated  that  not  one  in  ten  of' the  applicants  for  relief  here 
•even  alleged  they  were  persecuted?  A.  You  have  outbreaks  and  persecutions  which  come 
rarely  and  then  you  have  this  long  pressure  every  day.  A  man  who  does  not  know  what 
it  is  to  be  a  free  man  says,  "  no,  I  am  not  persecuted  "  because  he  has  not  got  his  head 
wounded.  He  understands  by  "  persecution  "  something  which  we  should  find  very  dread- 
ful. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  it  is  the  economic  conditions  of  the  sixteen  provinces  of 
the  Pale  of  Russia  which  constitute  the  persecution,  or  is  it  a  consequence  of  by  gone 
persecution  when  the  Jews  in  Russia  were  concentrated  in  the  sixteen  provinces?  A.  I  do 
not  quite  understand  your  question. 

Q.  Is  it  the  economic  condition  of  the  Pale  which  exists  now  which  you  define  as 
persecution?  A.  It  is  a  permanent  state  of  misery;  and  beyond  that  you  have  the  fact 
that  they  cannot  better  their  sort.  They  cannot  go  into  another  town  to  find  work.  They 
are  under  a  constant  pressure. 

The  Chairman:  Do  you  trace  that  misery  existing  now  to  present  causes,  or  to  causes 
arising  in  the  past?    A.  To  both.    The  present  is  a  consequence  of  the  past. 

.  Major  Evans-Gordon:  But  the  economic  conditions  of  overcrowding  and  so  forth  where 
there  is  great  pressure  is  a  form  of  persecution  which  exists  &nywhere  where  people  are  over- 
crowded? A.  Yes;  but  added  to  that,  that  this  Jew  is  not  sure  of  his  life  for  to-morrow, 
and  if  his  house  is  burned  and  his  windows  are  smashed,,  that  is  nothing.  He  lives  in 
a  perpetual  fear  of  the  madness  of  persecution. 
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THE  ROUriANlAN  QUESTION 

Q.  There  is  another  cause  at  work  for  these  people  coming  here.  I  have  questioned 
great  numbers  of  them,  and  I  have  been  among  them  a  great  deal,  and  I  find  that  there 
is  a  tendency  to  send  for  their  relations  to  come  over  here?  A.  If  you  had  a  friend  and 
you  came  here  under  a  better  climate  and  better  conditions,  you  would  write  to  your  friend, 
"  My  friend!  Here  I  am,  more  happy  than  I  was  yesterday."  But  if  you  talk  of  sending 
for  him,  I  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  That  tendency  is  at  work  which  brings  a  number  of  people  here?  A.  Yes;  1 
think  so. 

Q.  The  one  attracts  the  other?  A.  Yes;  but  that  is  rather  a  primitive  means  of  an- 
nouncing a  thing  nowadays.  To-day  we  have  newspapers,  and  all  these  people  read  the 
newspapers,  and  they  know  that  you  have  such  and  such  conditions  of  life  here.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  each  man  must  write  himself. 

Q.  You  would  say  that  to  send  those  people  back  to  their  own  country  is  persecution? 
A.  It  would  be  cruel. 

Q.  It  is  a  cruel  thing  to  do  in  your  opinion?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  you  have  said  in  your  statement,  you  know  that  considerable  numbers  of  them 
are  sent  back  here  by  the  Jewish  community?  A.  I  do  not  think  that  was  done  as  wanton 
cruelty;  they  were  so  unprepared;  they  never  believed  what  we  had  at  the  first  Congress 
in  Basle  in  1897.  Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  give  you  a  very  interesting  statement. 
We  had  from  Roumania  alone  5,258  petitions  of  37,043  people;  they  asked  us  to  help  them, 
as  they  were  starving  in  1897;  and  in  1900  only  began  this  immigration  of  starving  people 
— after  three  years.  The  cry  for  help  was  three  years  old  when  they  started.  The  charita- 
ble bodies  of  the  Jewish  community  did  not  take  that  seriously  enough,  they  were  wholly 
unprepared,  and  they  could  not  help,  that  was  the  reason,  and  if  my  greatest  foes  did  il 
I  would  not  say  it  was  done  as  an  act  of  cruelty  knowingly.  They  could  not  help  them- 
selves, they  were  perplexed. 

Q.  If  the  English  government  had  done  that,  it  would  have  been  called  restriction? 
A.  That  is  a  question  I  myself  put  to  these  people.  They  had  the  excuse  of  not  being  able 
to  help,  not  having  the  means  of  a  large  empire.    They  had  an  excuse. 

Q.  To  pursue  that  point  further  with  regard  to  persecution,  you  say  in  your  state- 
ment, "  where  it  does  not  exist  it  is  carried  by  Jews  in  the  course  of  their  migration.  We 
naturally  move  to  those  places  where  we  are  not  persecuted,  and  there  our  presence  pro- 
duces persecution."  You  say  the  presence  of  Jews  in  large  numbers  produces  persecution. 
What  evidence  have  you  that  there  is  any  tendency  to  persecution  here?  A.  Persecution 
must  be  taken  here  as  a  word  of  school  language,  if  I  may  say  so.  That  includes  the  sev- 
eral forms  of  animosity  against  Jews.  I  cannot  write  books  about  it,  but  I  must  take  a 
general  term  for  it,  and  I  included  in  it  slight  anti-Jewish  feeling  in  society.  Persecution 
may  be  a  smile  in  society,  and  a  coup  de  poing  in  Stepney. 

Q.  You  say  it  produces  persecution,  but  we  will  modify  that,  and  say  it  produces  anti- 
Jewish  feeling  or  anti-Jewish  action.  Have  you  any  evidence  that  there  is  any  anti-Jewish 
feeling  or  action  here,  or  that  their  presence  has  produced  that?  A.  I  take  it  out  of  the 
evidence  given  by  your  witnesses  before  this  Commission. 

Q.  Would  you  call  a  wish  to  exclude  these  people,  or  to  restrict  the  number  of  them 
that  come  here,  persecution?  A.  It  depends  on  the  way  you  take  it.  There  is  a  loyal  self- 
defense,  and  you  may  defend  yourself  in  a  rightful  way,  and  even  in  a  human  way.  I 
think  you.  Major  Gordon,  said  there  is  a  difficulty  on  humane  grounds.  There  is  a  diffi- 
culty. 

Q.  Has  anyone  that  you  have  seen  in  this  controversy  or  agitation  since  it  has  been 
going  on  ever  suggested  the  withdrawal  of  a  single  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  Jews  in 
England  to-day?    A.  I  have  not  heard  it. 

Q.  Is  not  what  we  believe,  and  I  believe,  to  be  the  necessity  for  preventing  an  un- 
limited increase  of  the  poorest  part  of  our  population  perfectly  compatible  with  the  fullest 
religious  and  social  freedom  and  equality  of  the  Jews?    A.  I  understand  your  point. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  compatible  with  the  perfect  freedom  of  the  Jews?  A.  I  would  not  be  the 
Crown  witness  for  anything  against  Jews. 

Q.  Are  not  the  two  positions  perfectly  compatible?  A.  That  is  a  question  of  execu- 
tion. 

Q.  I  put  it  to  you  that  the  Jewish  community  themselves  have  been  hitherto  the  only 
restrictionists — it  is  they  who  have  sent  the  Jewish  people  back  to  these  countries,  as  you 
describe  them  from  better  conditions  to  worse,  but  you  cannot  say  that  the  Jewish  com- 
munity are  anti-Semitic  in  any  way?  A.  Certain  things  you  may  do  with  a  member  of 
your  family  which  would  be  an  offense  from  another. 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  That  is  a  refinement.  My  point  is  that  nobody  has  ever  hith- 
erto sought  or  suggested  that  a  single  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  Jews  in  this  country  to-day- 
should  be  even  modified  or  removed,  and  I  say  that  position  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  this 
controversy  is  perfectly  compatible  with  the  desire  not  to  allow  too  many  of  them  to- 
come  in. 

The  Chairman:  Not  only  too  many  of  them,  but  too  many  of  the  alien  immigrants  of 
all  kinds. 

A  QUESTION  OF  SELF-DEFEN5E 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  I  was  coming  to  that.  It  is  a  perfectly  reasonable  position 
on  my  part.  You  opened  your  statement  by  saying  that  you  understood  this  to  be  a  Jewish 
question  entirely,  but  I  would  remind  you  in  that  respect  that  we  are  only  unfortunately 
at  the  outset  of  our  inquiry,  and  we  have  been  dealing  with  the  East  End  particularly 
where  most  of  the  people  who  come  do  happen  to  be  Jews,  but  that  does  not  say  we  are 
not  going  to  inquire  equally  closely  into  the  coming  in  of  people  of  all  other  nationalities. 
Do  not  take  it,  therefore,  as  a  Jewish  question.  A.  Yon  will  have  a  witness  who  can  give 
you  details  from  those  people. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  you  to  go  away  thinking  we  are  merely  approaching  this  question 
from  a  Jewish  point  of  view.  Now,  in  another  part  of  your  evidence  you  say,  in  quoting 
your  article,  that  our  people  are  acting  on  pretended  self-defense?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  pretended  self-defense?  A.  Because  self-defense  is  always  a  ques- 
tion of  judgment.  I  do  not  know  when  the  moment  of  self-defense  comes  for  you,  but  I 
know  when  it  comes  for  me.    Therefore  self-defense  is  always  pretended. 

Q.  I  rather  take  exception  to  the  word  "  pretended  "  self-defense.  A.  Always  pre- 
tended, but  in  one  case  justified  and  in  the  other  not. 

Q.  Surely  men  who  are  driven  out  from  their  homes  by  people  who  come  from  abroad, 
and  are  competed  with  in  their  employments  and  so  forth,  have  got  a  right  to  defend 
themselves?  A.  I  confess  I  understand  that  feeling.  There  is  no  pretense  whatever  with 
regard  to  their  hardships. 

Mr.  Norman:  I  think  you  use  the  word  in  the  sense  of  the  French  word  pretendret 
A.    Yes. 

Q.  Without  a  moral  reflection  on  anything,  because  with  us  the  word  "  pretend  "  im- 
plies rather  an  offense?  A.  No;  I  would  not  put  it  offensively  in  the  evidence  I  give  to  you. 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  Whether  it  is  what  you  say,  pretendre  or  "pretense,"  there  is  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  and  must  be  a  real  source  of  grievance,  when  people  crowd  into  one 
district  and  crowd  others  out.    A.  I  think  that  is  a  question  that  answers  itself. 

Q.  You  regard  this  rightly  no  doubt  from  a  purely  Jewish  point  of  view,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  your  own  people?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  we  English  people,  have  we  not  a  duty  to  our  own  people  as  well  as  to  the 
poor  and  oppressed  of  foreign  countries?    A.  No  doubt. 

Q.  Would  not  a  cry  for  restriction  equally  arise  from  the  presence  of  either  of  a 
perceptible  number  of  any  foreigners,  particularly  non-assimilating  foreigners — say  Chi- 
nese— or  the  inflow  of  a  foreign  people  into  a  country?  Will  that  not  lead  to  a  cry  for 
restriction,  irrespective  of  their  being  Jews  or  whatever  they  are?     A.  But  what  makes 
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the  question  so  painful  is  that  all  the  other  people  have  homes  where  they  can  go  back  to, 
and  the  Jews  have  not. 

THE  FOLLY  OF  REPATRIATION 

Q.  But  that  surely  is  somewhat  discounted  by  the  fact  that  some  hundreds  of  them  are 
sent  back  to  these  non-existing  homes  by  the  Jewish  people  every  year?  A.  It  was  a  great 
fault  in  my  opinion  to  do  that,  and  the  penalty  is  already  coming  back,  the  punishment  to 
the  community  for  doing  it.  They  did  not  reflect  that  one  day  Major  Gordon  would 
question  me.  I  understand  the  inference  you  intend  to  draw  out  of  that,  and  one  thing, 
Major  Gordon,  or  you  other  gentlemen,  will  hear  and  say  is:  If  you,  the  Jewish  com- 
munity, come  and  do  that  what  shall  we  do  from  our  point  of  view? 

Q.  You  say  in  another  part  of  your  evidence  that  these  people  cannot  live  in  the 
places  that  they  come  from,  and  where  are  they  to  go?  J  maintain  that  the  fact  of  their 
being  sent  back  there  and  sent  back  to  places,  as  is  repeatedly  pointed  out  in  the  Jewish 
reports,  where  persecution  is  non-existent  and  where  they  can  live,  proves  that  there  are 
places  where  they  can  live  because  they  do  live  there,  and  they  are  living  there  now.  A. 
There  are  several  views  with  regard  to  the  conditions  under  which  a  man  can  live. 

Q.  Another  point  in  that  connection  I  want  to  point  out  is  that  I  am  assured  (I  feel 
sure  with  truth)  that  many  of  these  people  who  go  back  actually  apply  to  be  sent  back, 
A.  That  brings  us  to  the  question  of  schnorrers  and  the  wandering  of  the  circulating  Jews 
from  shelter  to  shelter. 

Q.  How  is  that  compatible  with  what  you  have  said,  that  a  man  asks  to  go  back  to 
persecution?  A.  Certainly;  I  shall  not  say  that  all  these  Jews  are  angels  or  gentlemen. 
They  seek  to  journey  if  they  can  everywhere  where  there  is  a  charity  shelter  and  they 
make  the  trip. 

Q.  We  will  leave  that  point.  What  I  want  to  get  from  you  distinctly  is  that  these 
people  who  come  here,  and  whom  we  are  talking  of  now,  at  all  events,  are  your  own  people 
and  in  need,  as  you  say,  of  an  asylum  somewhere,  which  is  the  chief  thing,  the  principal 
consideration?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  All  other  considerations  are  secondary  to  that  in  your  eyes?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Having  those  feelings  for  your  own  people,  do  you  deny  us  the  right  to  consider 
our  own  people,  too?    A.  You  do  not  want  me  to  answer  that  question. 

The  Chairman:  Whatever  the  witness  says,  I  do  not  think  the  right  will  be  denied 
to  us. 

The  Witness:  It  is  a  rhetorical  question. 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about  anti-Jewish  feeling, 
a  thing  I  have  personally  resented  in  the  strongest  way,  but  what  I  want  to  get  from 
you  as  a  great  Jewish  authority  is,  if  the  Jewish  people  are  paramount  to  you  and  your 
ways  of  thinking,  may  not  our  own  people  be  paramount  to  us  without  our  being  charged 
with  anti-Jewish  feeling?    A.  It  is  the  same  question. 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  are  in  conflict,  that  there  is  a  divergence  of  opinion  between 
your  opinion  and  a  certain  portion,  at  all  events,  of  the  anglicized  Jewish  opinion  here? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  what  points  do  you  differ?    A.  They  believe  in  assimilation. 

THE  BLACK  CLOUD 

Q.  Kindly  explain  what  you  mean  by  your  reference  to  "  the  black  cloud  gathering  in 
the  East  "?  A.  Since  I  wrote  that  book  the  "Jewish  State"  is  worse  than  it  was.  Since 
I  wrote  that  we  have  had  the  Roumanian  emigration  question.  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have 
one  in  Galicia,  and  there  are  far  more  Jews  there.  There  are  about  700,000  Jews  in  deep 
misery— very  deep  misery— and  when  I  read  the  evidence  here  about  the  housing  condi- 
tions in  East  London,  that  is  a  paradise.  They  have  in  a  small  room  of  a  few  square 
meters  four  families,  and  in  every  corner  there  is  a  family. 
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Q.  The  people  come  from  conditions  unfortunately  worse  than  the  worst  conditions 
in  London?  A.  I  do  not  know  the  worst  conditions  in  London,  but  I  think  they  have 
very  bad  conditions  where  they  are. 

Q.  You  do  not  give  any  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage 
of  this  country  to  import  people  largely  who  habitually  live  under  those  conditions?  A. 
I  have  given  you  already  my  opinion  in  an  answer  to  Mr.  Norman,  saying  that  I  should 
in  every  case  look  at  the  immigration  of  a  workingman  and  of  a  man  able  to  rise  eco- 
nomically, I  should  always  see  in  that  an  advantage  for  the  whole  community;  not  for 
his  neighbors,  perhaps,  but  certainly  for  the  whole  community,  because  there  is  more 
matter  for  income  tax. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  Jewish  difficulty  has  actually  arisen  in  this  country?  A.  I 
think  the  difficulty  is  here  when  you  are  obliged  to  discuss  it.    You  must  have  a  reason. 

Q.  What  do  you  anticipate  would  be  the  result  if  things  are  left  as  they  are,  if  there 
is  a  policy  of  laissez  faire?    A.  I  should  not  like  to  make  Jiny  prophecy. 

Q.  You  see  from  "  the  black  cloud  that  is  rising  in  the  East,"  and  from  other  influ- 
ences at  work,  that  this  question  is  merely  at  its  inception  here?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  we  have  to  face  a  very  big  thing?  A.  Yes;  I  cannot  but  look  so  at  the  ques- 
tion. 

Q.  All  the  tendencies  are  to  drive  more  and  rntire  people  to  this  country?  A.  Yes; 
I  think  so. 

Q.  In  Lord  Salisbury's  words,  "  As  you  close  one  channel,  the  flow  will  come  all  the 
stronger  down  the  one  that  is  remaining  open"?  A.  You  cannot  close  it  without  chang- 
ing all  the  conditions  of  your  land.    Russia  is  a  closed  land,  but  England  is  not. 

Q.  Unlike  the  heads  of  the  separate  Jewish  communities  settled  in  various  countries, 
you  view  these  Jewish  questions  from  the  point  of  view  of  nationalism?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  point  of  difference  between  yoti  and  others?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is,  in  your  opinion,  Jewish  nationalism  binding  on  those  Jews  who  share  your 
views?    A.  In  what  sense  binding? 

Q.  Loyalty  to  the  Jewish  nation  and  loyalty  to  the  Jewish  idea?    A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman:  Binding  upon  whom  do  you  mean,  equally  with  him? 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  Binding  on  those  who  share  Dr.  Herzl's  views  of  Jewish  na- 
tionalism. My  first  question  was  that  unlike  the  many  heads  of  the  separate  Jewish  com- 
munities all  over  Europe,  you  view  these  questions  from  the  point  of  view  of  Jewish 
nationalism?    A.  Yes. 

A  DEFINITION 

Lord  Rothschild:  Would  not  the  best  thing  be  to  ask  Dr.  Herzl  what  his  views  are 
about  a  Jewish  nation? 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  Would  you  say  briefly  what  your  views  are  about  Jewish 
nationalism?  A.  I  will  give  you  my  definition  of  a  nation,  and  you  can  add  the  adjectivt.^ 
"Jewish."  A  nation  is,  in  my  mind,  a  historical  group  of  men  of  a  recognizable  cohesion 
held  together  by  a  common  enemy.  That  is  in  my  view  a  nation.  Then  if  you  add  to 
that  the  word  "  Jewish  "  you  have  what  I  understand  to  be  the  Jewish  nation. 

Q.  What  would  be  the. common  enemy  in  this  case?    A.  The  anti-Semite. 

Q.  Under  those  circumstances,  with  those  people  who  hold  those  views  with  regard  to 
the  Jewish  nation  that  you  hold,  is  complete  assimilation  with  the  English  community 
possible  to  those  who  are  politically  loyal  to  the  Jewish  state?  A.  Certainly.  I  think 
assimilation  is  quite  possible,  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  always  desirable,  but  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible. You  have  the  historical  example  of  the  Huguenots  of  France  going  to  Germany 
and  invited  after  the  persecution  of  the  Protestants  in  France,  and  you  have  all  the  great 
families  who  are  perfect  Germans,  and  you  have  General  Zurlinden,  who  has  a  German 
name,  but  who  is  a  French  general. 

Q.  I  want  to  point  out  to  you  in  regard  to  the  Huguenots  that  there  is  no  analogy 
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at  all  between  the  Huguenots  and  the  people  with  whom  we  are  dealing.  The  Huguenots 
were  essentially  an  intermarrying  people  and  were  speedily  absorbed  by  marriage  into  the 
general  population.  In  this  case  it  is  not  so  in  any  shape  or  form?  A.  Then  it  is  proved 
that  they  will  not  assimilate  wholly. 

Q.  It  does  not  seem  to  matter  whether  the  objection  to  intermarriage  comes  from  the 
Gentile  side  or  the  Jewish  side,  the  result  remains  exactly  the  same,  that  there  is  not  inter- 
marriage, or  in  very  few  instances  is  there  mtermarriage,  and  consequently  no  real  assimi- 
lation is  possible.  Do  you  think  that  the  relief  and  hospitality  to  the  oppressed  Jews  of 
Roumania  and  the  Russian  Poles  involve  any  possible  danger  to  the  English  working 
classes  by  competition  and  so  forth?  A.  No.  I  do  not  think  that.  Why  should  charity 
do  a  harm  to  others? 

Q.  I  mean  the  charity  that  brings  the  people  here?  A.  We  have  spoken  already  about 
that  question. 

Q.  We  have  also  spoken  about  dissemination;  you  do  not  believe  in  that  either?  A. 
No. 

Q,  You  say  that  a  Jewish  question  exists  wherever  Jews  live  in  perceptible  numbers? 
A.  In  the  same  way  that  you  have  an  Irish  question  where  Irish  people  are  in  great 
numbers. 

Q.  And  therefore  you  would  not  disseminate?    A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  say  further  that  the  plan  of  dissemination  carries  with  it  the  idea  ot 
exclusion  in  detail.  If  you  disseminate  you  say  to  them  in  practice,  "  So  many  of  you 
may  live  here  and  so  many  may  live  there."    That  is  exclusion  of  them  in  detail?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  exclusion  in  detail  involves  the  exclusion  in  gross.  If  you  say,  "  You  may 
not  live  here  "  to  one  lot,  and  then  to  another  lot,  "  You  may  not  live  there,"  it  amounts 
to  the  same  thing?    A.  It  is  against  the  principle  of  free  movement. 

Q.  You  consider  that  the  efforts  of  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guardians  and  the  Russian 
Jewish  community  here  have  broken  down?  A.  In  that  sense.  I  think  they  are  not  able 
to  supply  the  need. 

Q.  They  cannot  deal  with  the  number  of  people  who  come  here?    A.  They  cannot. 

THE  ARdENTINE  FAILURE 

Q.  Baron  Hirsch  left  large  benefactions  for  the  Jewish  people?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  those  benefactions  increased  or  diminished  the  evil?    A.  I  think  they  were 
rather  indiflFerent. 
■    Q.  They  did  not  have  any  effect  one  way  or  the  other?    A.  No  effect, 

Q.  With  regard  to  the  enormoiu  question  they  were  nothing?    A.  No. 

Q.  A  drop  in  the  ocean?  A.  I  jeally  think  they  did  not  do  more  than  provide  for 
schools  and  for  several  small  agricultural  stations. 

Q.  Did  it  do  any  good,  or  was  it,  in  your  opinion,  money  wasted?  A.  It  was  rather 
money  wasted. 

Q.    The  money  was  spent  in  sending  them  to  Argentina,  partly?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  partly  also  to  Palestine?    A.  No. 

Q.  Was  none  spent  on  the  Zionist  Movement?    A.  No. 

Q.  But  they  went  to  Argentina.  Has  that  attempt  to  settle  them  in  a  country  set 
apart  for  them  been  a  failure?  A.  It  has  been  a  failure  because  when  you  want  a  great 
settlement  you  must  have  a  flag  and  an  idea.  You  cannot  make  those  things  only  with 
money.    As  they  had  not  these,  they  could  not  succeed. 

Q.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  Baron  Hirsch's  charity  tended  to  increase  the 
number  of  what  you  call  schnorrers?    A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  It  did?  A.  I  think  so.  So  many  people  know  there  is  a  large  bag  of  money  and 
they  come. 

Q.  And  have  a  go  at  it?  A.  I  think  so.  All  that  is  so  natural— I  do  not  think  it  is 
merely  Jewish. 
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Q.  I  agree  with  you.  Do  you  know  of  the  pressure  that  has  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Russian  Government  with  regard  to  improving  the  condition  of  the  Jewish 
people  who  live  under  that  government?  A.  Certainly;  there  is  a  general  movement  in 
what  you  call  public  opinion  to  work  upon  the  mind  of  the  Russian  Government.  I  think 
since  the  times  of  antiquity  there  was  no  example  of  helots,  and  they  are  really  helots  or 
pariahs  in  Russia. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  financial  position  of  Russia?    A.  No. 

Q.  It  has  been  suggested  that  pressure  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  Russia  by 
withholding  financial  assistance?    A.  I  am  not  informed  upon  that. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  it  stated  that  the  Jewish  community  helped  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment in  1894,  and  at  other  times  gave  the  Russian  Government  considerable  financial 
aid?    A.  For  what? 

Q.  Loans?    A.  I  am  not  informed  on  that  question. 

Q.  You  do  not  express  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the  withholding  of  such  pecuniary 
facilities  would  enable  us  to  bring  pressure  upon  the  Russian  Government?  A.  I  should 
prefer  not  to  speak  about  questions  which  might  do  any  harm  to  my  friends  and  brethren 
in  Russia. 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  I  am  sorry  to  have  troubled  you  at  such  length,  but  I  think  I 
have  come  to  the  end.    You  have  been  most  kind  and  most  helpful. 

Dr.  Herzl:  I  am  sorry  that  I  could  not  answer  you  more  readily. 

After  the  adjournment  L.  W.  Vallance  took  up  the  cross-examination. 

Mr.  Vallance:  There  was  one  reference  you  made  to  the  difificulties  of  assimilation. 
I  do  not  know  exactly  what  you  mean  to  apply  to  the  word  in  your  sense.  Do  you  mean 
assimilation  by  intermarriage  or  in  any  other  form?  A.  By  assimilation  I  understand 
verbally  what  the  words  contains,  to  become  as  similar;  that  you  are  no  more  distinguish- 
able.   That  is  assimilation. 

Q.  Then  assuming  that  dissemination  is  possible,  would  not  that  lead  to  an  assimila- 
tion in  your  sense?  A.  No.  Dissemination  has  been  going  on  for  1,800  years.  For  1,800 
years  the  Jews  have  been  scattered  and  they  have  not  assimilated. 

Q.  Looking  at  the  question  from  an  English  standpoint,  and  assuming  that  the  aliens 
had  not  concentrated  themselves  so  much  in  one  district,  and  had  been  distributed  over 
different  parts  of  the  country,  would  the  question  of  alien  immigration  have  arisen  then? 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  evils  which  you  have  pointed  out  would  still  be  existent?  A.  I 
think  so.    It  would  come  later  on.    It  had  to  come. 

Q.  And  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  question  being  dealt  with  other  than  at  its 
source?    A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  what  you  have  in  your  mind  when  you  speak  of  divert- 
ing at  its  source  the  stream  of  immigration  into  this  country.  Have  you  any  particular 
scheme  in  your  mind?    A.  Yes. 

DR.  HERZL  OFFERS  TO  CONFIDE  IN  CHAIRHAN 

Q.  Would  you  mind  describing  that?  A.  I  should  prefer  to  point  it  out  here  only  m 
a  broad  manner,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  if  I  could  give  the  details  to  your  Chairman 
privately,  and  if  he  thinks  it  worthy  then  he  could  give  them  to  your  colleagues.  For 
doing  so  I  have  certain  reasons  that  will  be  apparent  to  you. 

Q.  You  look  upon  dissemination  as  impracticable  in  this  country,  and  almost  a  sense- 
less proposal  in  dealing  with  the  large  question?  A.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the 
schemes  proposed.  I  read  in  the  English-Jewish  newspapers  of  so  many  schemes  of  this 
and  that  to  alleviate  the  question,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  only  one  of  the  schemes. 

Q.  Looking  at  the  question  of  alien  immigration  from  the  standpoint  of  the  United 
States  for  a  moment,  you  have  referred  to  the  fact  that  America  excludes?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  exclusion  is  a  partial  exclusion?    A.  Exclusion,  as  I  know,  is  worked  in  this 
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way:  the  immigrant  must  show  a  certain  amount  of  money  at  the  moment  of  his  landing. 

Q.  You  are  aware  that  the  stream  of  immigration  into  the  United  States  is  twice  as 
much  as  the  immigration  into  the  United  Kingdom?  A.  I  know  that.  New  York  has 
now  the  greatest  Jewish  population  of  all  towns  in  the  world. 

Q.  And  the  actual  exclusion  is  the  actual  exclusion  of  a  small  proportion?  A.  Yes; 
but  they  go,  however,  to  America.  I  think  it  is  so  easy  to  evade  such  a  prohibition.  For 
instance,  if  they  joined  a  small  company,  it  would  lend  the  necessary  amount  to  each  emi- 
grant, and  the  emigrant  shows  it  and  comes  in,  and  sends  back  by  post  the  amount  he  has 
borrowed.    There  are  no  efficacious  measures  to  prevent  that. 

Q.  I  took  it  that  your  reference  to  the  United  States  was  an  approval  of  the  action 
of  that  country  as  an  act  of  self-preservation.    A.  No. 

Q.  With  regard  to  the  scheme  which  you  propose  to  submit  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commission,  can  you  state  in  a  few  words  broadly  in  what  direction  your  scheme  would 
work?  A.  It  would  work  in  creating  a  center  of  sufficient  attraction  that  would  induce  men 
to  come  there.  I  beg  you  to  allow  me  not  to  go  further  now.  There  will  be  time  to  enter 
into  details  later. 

Q.  Anything  that  is  in  your  mind  is  in  the  direction  of  an  attractive  force,  in  another 
direction?    A.    Yes. 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby:  You  do  not  advocate  the  exclusion  from  the  countries  to  which 
Jews  go  at  present  from  your  point  of  view?  You  do  not  advocate  any  restrictive  meas- 
ures being  adopted  by  the  countries  to  which  Jews  now  go?  A.  No.  There  are  countries 
of  bad  reputation  which  can  do  that,  and  those  who  have  not  such  a  jealousy  of  conserv- 
ing their  renown  and  their  old  ideas  of  freedom  as  exists  in  England.  They  may  do  what 
they  believe  right. 

AVERSE  TO  EXCLUSION 

Q.  At  present  those  Jews  who  from  one  cause  or  another  leave  Roumania  and  Russia, 
and  other  places  in  the  East,  go  partly  to  England  and  partly  to  America,  and  I  suppose 
to  a  great  extent  to  South  Africa?    A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  to  other  places?    A.  Yes;  other  parts. 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  that  you  desire  at  all  to  influence  that  by  legislative  meas- 
ures, but  you  would  advocate  attraction  elsewhere?  A.  I  would  only  advocate  attraction 
to  make  the  channel.    I  think  that  is  the  only  way  to  direct  the  stream  of  migration. 

Q.  But  even  if  your  ideas  were  successful  and  had  practical  eflfect,  that  would  not, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  would  it,  entirely  stop  the  Jews  going  elsewhere,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
you  would  expect  that?  A.  I  think  it  would  not  only  stop,  but  call  there  those  who  feel 
themselves,  or  were  rather  felt  to  be  superfluous,  who  were  not  desired. 

Q.  You  think,  in  fact,  the  moral  and  religious  ideas  as  well  as  their  material  advan- 
tage would  attract  them?    A.  As  a  whole,  the  whole  block  of  advantages 

Q.  You  do  not  advocate,  in  order  that  that  idea  may  be  carried  out,  that  other  nations 
should  exclude  Jews  from  their  countries?  You  do  not  consider  that  a  necessary  step  in 
carrying  out  your  ideas?    A.  That  the  others  may  exclude? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  I  should  not  like  to  exclude.  I  should  prefer  to  be  a  dreamer  of  dreams, 
and  the  facts  not  proving  that  I  have  seen  justly. 

Q.  Do  you  really  anticipate  danger  from  any  rise  of  any  anti-Semitic  feeling  in  a 
country  like  our  own?  A.  Yes;  there  exists  a  French  proverb,  "  cet  animal  est  tres  impa- 
tient; il  se  dSfend  quand  on  I'atiaque."  If  the  Jews  are  attacked  they  will  defend  themselves, 
and  you  will  get  something  like  internal  troubles. 

Q.  Do  you  anticipate  any  serious  danger  of  their  being  attacked?  A.  Unfortunately  I 
know  anti-Semitic  countries.  I  will  not  give  examples.  But  I  may  state  not  only  the  Jews 
feel  that  they  are  uncomfortable  there,  but  there  is  diflficulty  even  for  anti-Semites.  There 
comes  a  time  when  even  anti-Semites  regret  that  they  go  against  the  Jews. 

Q.  You  have  not  as  yet,  except  in  the  evidence  you  have  read,  given  before  this  Com- 
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mission  any  evidence  of  anti-Semitic  feeling  arising  in  this  country,  have  you?     A.  I  have 
seen  those  things,  and  I  remember  the  time  before  the  beginning  of  anti-Semitism  in 
France.    I  was  present  at  the  beginning"  of  the  Dreyfus  case,  and  then  there  was  no  anti- 
Semitism,  but  it  came  in,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  good  for  a  country  to  have  anti 
Semitism;  not  only  for  the  Jews,  but  it  is  bad  for  the  country. 

Q.  I  have  before  me  a  statement,  and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  you  agree  with 
it  or  not.  "  'Jhe  outcry  against  the  pauper  alien  " — speaking  mainly  of  the  Jewish  alien — 
"  seems  in  fact  to  be  the  commoner,  on  the  whole  more  bitter,  in  political  than  in  indus- 
trial circles."  A.  That  is  the  statement  of  a  gentleman  who  has  made  a  good  deal  of  a 
study  of  this  question. 

The  Chairman:  Does  it  refer  to  this  country? 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby:  Yes;  it  is  an  extract  from  Russell's  "The  Jew  in  London."  I 
think  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  fact  that  political  movements  are  always  a  little  exaggerated. 
A.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  political  proceedings. 

Q.  I  gather  from  your  evidence  that  the  opinion  you  have  formed  as  to  the  danger  of 
anti-Semitic  feeling  in  England  is  rather  derived  from  the  evidence  given  before  this 
Commission  which  you  have  read?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  One  word  in  regard  to  dissemination.  You  have  been  asked  a  good  deal  by  Mr. 
Norman  about  dissemination.  Do  you  understand  bj-"  that  coercive  dissemination,  that  is 
to  say,  dissemination  by  operation  of  law?  A.  I  understand  by  that,  that  if  these  Jewish 
gentlemen  who  propose  it  would  carry  it  out,  it  would  be  as  great  a  fault  as  it  was  to  send 
back  these  Roumanian  Jews,  because  they  would  prove  that  Jews  themselves  use  a  kind  of 
restrictive  means  against  Jews. 

Q.  Supposing  there  was  legislation  here  preventing  overcrowding,  or  supposing  steps 
were  taken  under  the  existing  law  to  prevent  overcrowding,  that  would  naturally  spread 
the  Jews  rather  wider,  and  send  them  to  other  parts  because  they  could  not  get  taken  in, 
as  there  would  not  be  sufficient  lodging?  A.  As  I  say  in  this  evidence,  the  overcrowding 
restrictions  are  the  most  easily  evaded.  I  read  it  in  the  evJiience  of  several  witnesses  that 
there  is  a  sj'stem  of  housekeeper  and  an  owner,  and  it  makes  it  impossible  to  prevent. 

Q.  That  would  depend  to  some  extent  on  how  the  law  is  administered;  but  however 
that  may  be,  supposing  the  housing  restrictions  were  enforced,  that  of  itself  would  cause 
dissemination,  would  it  not,  because  they  would  have  to  spread  over  a  wider  area  of  ground? 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  would  not  see  any  great  evil  in  that?  A.  I  v/ould  not  see  any  evil  in  it  when 
there  it^  net  pressure  upon  a  man  to  go  to  a  certain  point,  if  by  the  working  of  the  sur- 
rounding conditions  he  is  obliged  to  go  elsewhere,  where  there  is  nothing  against  freedom. 

Q.  Takini^  disseminstion  in  that  sense,  as  the  natural  result  of  ordinary  causes,  you 
would  see  no  objection  to  it?    A.  No;  T  could  not. 

LORD  ROTHSCHILD'S  QUESTIONS 

Lord  Rothschild:  I  propose  recalling  to  your  mind  some  of  the  evidence  you  gave 
Major  Gordon.  I  am  afraid  you  did  not  quite  understand  some  of  the  questions  he  put 
to  you.  I  am  going  to  put  them  in  rather  a  different  way:  Do  you  think  it  possible  that  a 
Jew  should  be  a  disciple  of  Dr.  Herzl  and  a  Zionist,  whatever  that  may  mean,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  good  citizen,  and  a  good  Englishman,  or  a  good  American,  or  a  good  Aus- 
trian? A.  I  am  deeply  convinced  of  it,  and  you  have  the  proof  of  it  in  the  last  war.  I  know 
of  Zionist  societies  who  belong  to  the  Zionist  groups  who  as  a  body  were  in  your  army. 

Q.  I  am  obliged  to  put  that  question  in  that  way  because  I  think  you  misunderstood 
Major  Gordon,  although  I  think  he  meant  to  put  the  question  in  the  way  I  did,  but  he 
was  rather  more  polite  than  I  was.  It  was  stated  here  at  the  beginning  of  this  Commis- 
sion that  the  fact  of  a  man  being  a  Zionist  precluded  him  from  being  a  good  citizen  and 
rendered  it  imperative  that  he  should  be  excluded  from  the  country.  I  want  to  put  it  to 
you  sb  that  you  may  explain  to  the  Commission  how  it  is  compatible  for  a  man  tc  have 
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the  same  feelings  about  persecuted  brethren  in  Roumania,  and  yet  be  a  good  citizen?  A.  I 
think  that  is  a  rhetorical  question. 

Q.  Therefore  the  Commission  may  take  it  from  you  that  a  Jew  or  a  body  of  Jews 
may  share  your  views  about  what  you  call  Zionism  and  yet  be  good  and  devoted  citizens? 
A.  Yes;  I  think  so,  and  far  more  than  those  who  are  not  Zionists. 

The  Chairman:  Will  you  kindly  define  your  view  of  the  word  "  Zionist "? 

Lord  Rothschild:  Lord  James  and  the  Commission  are  anxious  to  have  a  greater 
knowledge  of  what  you  mean,  or  what  is  meant  by  the  word  "Zionism,"  whether  you 
mean  that  there  should  be  a  combined  movement  to  re-establish  a  Jewish  State  in  Pales- 
tine or  whether  by  the  word  "  Zionism  "  you  simply  mean  that  some  great  endeavor  should 
be  made  to  colonize  some  part  of  the  world  entirely  with  Jews.  Do  I  make  myself  clear? 
A.  It  is  quite  clear. 

The  Chairman:  Would  you  say  what  a  Zionist  is  according  to  you?  A.  We  have  a 
programme  formulated  in  the  Basle  Congress.  It  stated  that  the  aims  of  Zionism  are  "  to 
create  a  legally  assured  home  for  the  Jewish  people  in  Palestine."  That  is  the  programme 
stated  at  the  Basle  Congress.  Now  it  is  certainly  the  goal,  but  there  may  be  moments 
where  immediate  help  or  a  step  forward  is  indispensable,  and  so  Zionists  believe  that 
always  maintaining  their  principle  and  programme  they  should,  however,  try  to  alleviate 
the  hard  conditions  of  oppressed  Jews  by  adequate  means. 

Lord  Rothschild:  As  we  are  on  that  question  I  will  go  on  with  it.  You  are  aware 
that  philanthropic  gentlemen,  I  will  not  mention  their  names,  have  tried  to  establish 
Jewish  colonies  in  Palestine?    A.  They  did  not  succeed. 

Q.  And  these  colonies,  all  of  them,  have  failed  hitherto?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  are  different  opinions  why  they  have  failed,  but  I  believe  the  great  majority  of 
people  say  they  failed  because  the  Turkish  Government  would  not  allow  them  to  succeed. 
A.  Well,  my  Lord,  I  should  prefer  not  to  speak  about  the  Turkish  Government  here,  and 
about  the  Palestine  settlements  for  the  moment. 

PRESSING  A  POINT 

Q.  I  will  not  say  the  dream,  but  the  object  that  a  Zionist  has  in  view,  is  to  find  a 
fresh  opening  for  oppressed  Jews,  apart  from  the  present  openings  they  have  got,  a  fresh 
home  for  them,  whether  it  be  in  Palestine  itself,  or  whether  it  be  on  the  road  to  Palestine 
or  elsewhere?  A.  I  should  prefer  to  speak  about  that  at  a  later  moment.  I  may  ask  his 
Lordship  to  give  me  a  few  moments,  and  I  will  put  my  views  in  a  few  words  privately  to 
him,  and  then  the  Chairman  may  communicate  it  to  his  colleagues. 

Q.  We  will  go  to  quite  another  subject.  You  were  asked  about  persecution  of  the 
Jews,  and  if  I  understood  you  rightly  you  knew  little  about  the  persecution  in  Poland 
and  Russia,  you  were  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  state  of  Poland  and  Russia?  A. 
I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  it,  but  it  is  the  same  as  with  many  facts.  I  know,  for 
instance,  facts  of  history  where  I  was  not  present.    I  know  it  from  trustworthy  sources. 

Q.  You  can  tell  the  Commission  what  is  taking  place  in  Roumania  to-day?  A.  Yes;  I 
can. 

Q.  How  many  Jews  are  there  in  Roumania?    A.  About  a  quarter  of  a  million. 

Q.  They  are  obliged  to  serve  in  the  army?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  never  can  become  non-commissioned  officers  at  all?  A.  There  are  very  few 
exceptions,  very  few. 

Q.  They  can  hold  no  land?    A.  The  can  hold  no  land. 

MORE  OF  ROUMANIA 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  what  are  the  particular  disadvantages  they  suffer 
from  in  Roumania.  and  how  they  have  been  persecuted  there,  and  how  the  new  laws  which 
have  been  passed  will  affect  them?  A.  First,  they  are  affected  by  the  uncertainty  of  to- 
morrow, of  the  coming  day.    I  think  that  is  one  of  the  greatest  disadvantages  a  man  can 
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have,  that  he  is  uncertain  of  not  being  turned  out  to-morrow  of  his  profession,  and  of  his 
house  or  standing,  the  insecurity  of  all  his  conditions.  Then  there  is  a  real  boycott,  and 
a  legal  boycott.  The  real  boycott  is  the  same  we  know,  for  instance,  in  Galicia  and  in  sev- 
eral countries,  where  anti-Semitism  is  prevailing.  They  say,  "  Do  not  buy  from  Jewish 
shops,"  and  in  Roumania  there  is  a  legal  boycott  now,  and  they  have  brought  out  a  new  law 
against  alien  tradesmen.  But  you  must  understand  that  in  Roumania  even  natives  whose 
forefathers  were  born  in  the  land  are  treated  as  aliens,  and  in  Roumania  the  words  "  alien  " 
and  "  Jew  "  are  synonymous. 

Q.  Can  a  Jew  become  a  lawyer  in  Roumania?  A.  I  know,  for  instance,  a  lawyer  who 
has  been  turned  out.  He  was  a  lawyer  there,  he  had  a  solicitor's  office,  and  he  has  been 
turned  out.    I  do  not  know  for  what  reason. 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  Was  he  turned  out  because  he  was  a  Jew?  A.  If  he  had  been 
a  Roumanian,  he  could  not  have  been  turned  out. 

Lord  Rothschild:  In  Roumania,  in  order  to  practice  in  any  way,  you  must  be  a  Rou- 
manian?   Is  that  it?    A.  To  have  security,  you  must  be  a  full-righted  citizen. 

Q.  And  the  fact  of  your  being  a  Jew  prevents  your  becoming  a  Roumanian?  A.  You 
know  what  was  in  the  Berlin  Treaty. 

Q.  The  Berlin  Treaty  stated  that  the  Roumanians  would  have  to  alter  that.  A.  Every 
Jew  has  to  go  through  Parliamentary  decision  to  get  an  authorization  or  a  reception  from 
the  Parliament,  and  they  vote  upon  each  demand  for  citizenship,  and  they  refuse  or  they 
give.  There  are  only  about  three  hundred  who  have  the  rights  among  a  quarter  of  a 
million.     I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  figures. 

Q.  Supposmg  the  Roumanian  Government  were  forced  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin  and  put  the  Jews  there  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  Roumanians,  is 
there  room  for  them  in  Roumania  or  not?    A.  With  regard  to  land,  do  you  mean? 

Q.  I  am  taking  the  whole  question  together — land,  army,  law,  medicine,  trade — put  the 
whole  thing  together?  A.  It  is  not  only  that.  That  is  a  theoretical  thing.  It  is  not  only  a 
question  of  having  equal  rights.  I  know  countries  where  the  Jews  have  the  full  rights, 
but  in  execution  they  have  not.  So  that  even  if  you  force,  which  is  quite  impossible  that 
there  will  be,  in  the  interest  of  the  European  powers,  intervention  with  the  Roumanian 
Government  to  give  that,  if  I  were  a  Roumanian  statesman  I  would  ask  any  country  which 
was  itself  anti-Semitic  to  go  ahead.  For  that  reason  I  do  not  believe  in  intervention,  but 
€ven  if  it  could  be  done,  I  think  the  population  would  make  it  inefficacious  in  practice. 

Q.  The  surrounding  population  hate  the  Jew  there?  A.  We  must  think  so,  because 
they  kill  them  and  throw  them  into  the  water.    They  are  proofs  of  a  certain  aversion. 

Q.  Or  is  it  that  the  condition  of  the  whole  of  Roumania  is  so  miserable  that  some  one 
must  go  from  the  country?  A.  I  think  certainly  that  the  poor  Roumanian  is  a  very  poor 
man. 

LORD  JAMES  SUMMARIZES 

The  Chairman:  I  want  to  crystallize  your  evidence.  You,  of  course,  appear  here  in  one 
sense  on  behalf  of  your  race,  in  which  you  are  interested?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  are  very  anxious  to  see  everything  that  you  can  see  done  to  benefit  that 
race?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Maintaining  that  character,  and  speaking  as  the  advocate  of  your  race,  without 
consideration  of  this  country  alone,  do  you  wish  any  alteration  made  in  the  present  law 
afifecting  the  right  of  them  as  a  portion  of  the  alien  immigrants  to  come  into  this  country? 
A.  No.    I  should  not  wish. 

Q.  You,  as  their  advocate,  ask  for  no  restriction?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  want  to  maintain  perfect  freedom?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  distinguish  between  the  alien  immigrant  and  the  Jewish  immigrant.  I  ask  you 
with  regard  to  your  Jewish  brethren  as  a  portion  of  the  alien  immigration?  A.  I  ask  you 
not  to  make  any  difference  between  them. 
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Q.  Of  course,  you  say  so,  speaking  simply  as  their  advocate  and  on  their  behalf? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  May  I  not  with  your  permission  draw  a  complete  line  between  that  portion  of  your 
evidence  in  which  you  have  spoken  as  their  advocate,  and  the  other  portion  to  which  you 
have  been  led  to  speak  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  Commission  who  have  asked  your 
opinion  upon  things  affecting  this  country?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  may  draw  that  line?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  am  sure  you  will  forgive  me  if  I  say  to  you  that  it  may  be  we  here  in  this  country 
have  more  knowledge  of  what  takes  place  than  you  have  when  you  express  an  opinion  of 
what  is  good  for  us  here?    A.  Certainly,  my  Lord. 

Q.  Do  you  wish  us  to  pay  any  degree  or  a  great  degree  of  attention  to  the  latter 
portion,  if  your  evidence  which  affects  the  remedies  that  are  suggested  here  for  the  evils, 
if  they  exist,  do  you  wish  us  to  pay  much  attention  to  what  I  call  the  British  portiorb  of 
your  evidence?    A.  I  say  so  in  my  evidence. 

Q.  I  paid  every  attention  and  great  respect  to  what  you  have  said  on  behalf  of  your 
race  and  your  brethren,  but  when  we  come  to  deal  with  what  exists  here,  do  you  wish  us 
to  pay  the  same  attention  to  that  portion  of  your  evidence  as  we  do  to  what  affects  your 
race?  A.  I  put  it  before  you.  Certainly  I  have  less  knowledge  of  the  real  conditions  here 
than  you  have  yourself. 

Q.  Let  me  give  you  an  instance.  Your  general  knowledge  of  what  exists  throughout 
the  world,  of  course,  will  tell  you  that  overcrowding  in  houses  is  an  evil.  I  am  sure  you 
will  be  the  first  to  admit  that?    A.   VTes. 

Q.  As  to  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in  any  one  locality  in  this  country,  have  you  any 
knowledge  beyond  what  you  have  read  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Commission?    A.  No. 

Q.  Then  the  data  upon  which  you  could  found  a  remedy  are  scarcely  in  your  posses- 
sion, are  they?  You  have  not  the  knowledge  of  these  data  which  exist  in  this  country 
with  which  we  have  to  deal?  A.  No.  I  knew  about  it.  1  had  general  knowledge,  but  the 
figures  I  found  in  the  evidence  were  the  most  statistical  material  I  have  had — the  best 
statistics. 

Q.  You  state  on  the  first  leaf  of  your  paper  the  two  alternatives:  that  we  may  forbid 
immigration,  or  we  may  allow  it  to  continue  as  it  exists.  On  those  two  matters  you  ex- 
press your  opinion  properly  enough.  Do  you  wish  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  a  third 
course  we  may  take,  and  that  is  to  regulate  and  control  the  present  immigration  so  as  to 
meet  the  evils  which  exist  here?  A.  Certainly;  I  understand  there  may  be  an  administra- 
tive way  of  dealing  with  it  without  changing  the  laws  or  the  general  institutions.  I  under- 
stand that,  but  I  am  not  sure  it  will  be  sufficient. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  yet  what  any  suggested  control  or  arrangement  would  be?  A. 
But  I  have  two  facts  to  give  me  a  slight  instruction,  and  those  are:  first,  the  general 
conditions  of  entrance  into  your  land,  and,  secondly,  the  misery  present  from  sending  to 
this  land,  or  to  any  free  points,  the  oppre.'^sed  Jews.  On  these  two  facts  I  have  not  the 
presumption  to  anticipate  what  measures  can  be  taken. 

Q.  Will  you  repeat  the  second  point  that  you  made:'  A.  I  repeat  that  I  think  the 
oppression  or  the  misery  is  so  great  that  it  would  defy  the  victims  how  to  turn  if  they 
are  dying  and  they  tried  to  live  elsewhere. 

Q.  That  is  not  quite  my  point.  Supposing  we  could  find  some  arrangement  here  to 
control  immigration,  and  by  arrangement  lessen  the  overcrowding  and  the  other  evils, 
do  you  feel  qualified  to  express  an  opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  make  an  attempt  to  do 
that?    A.  From  the  English  standpoint,  no. 

Q.  I  quite  understand  if  anything  occurs  you  would  Vv^ish  to  allow  things  to  go  on  as 
they  are  in  this  country?    A.  I  think  it  would  be  preferable. 

Q.  From  your  point  of  view?    A.  From  my  point  of  view. 

Q.  But  if  the  interests  of  this  country  require  arrangement  and  control,  I  understand 
that  you  would  not  say  that  it  would  be  either  inhumane  or  contrary  to  any  view  of 
charity  for  us  to  take  the  step  of  control    and  even  arrangement  of  the  immigration?     A. 
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As  we  are  not  in  the  promised  times  I  should  admit  that  every  country  decides  for  itself 
the  necessities  of  self-defense. 

WHAT  CHARITIES  SHOULD  DO 

Q.  There  is  one  more  matter  which  Lord  Rothschild  probably  abstained  from  ques- 
tioning you  about  from  a  desire  not  to  be  egotistic.  You  rather,  as  I  understand,  con- 
demn the  amount  of  charity  that  the  Jewish  people  show  in  this  country  to  the  immigrant? 
A.  I  do  not  condemn  it. 

Q.  But  you  regret  it?  A.  I  regret  that  the  moneys  spent  in  the  work  of  charity  are 
not  used  in  a  general  scheme  which  would,  perhaps,  be  more  efficacious,  and  which  would 
avoid  creating  professional  beggars,  and  which  would  help  real  working  people. 

Q.  Will  you  be  a  little  practical?  What  would  you  have  altered  in  the  present  system 
of  Jewish  charity,  and  into  what  would  you  like  to  see  that  system  resolved?  A.  That 
would  mean  that  I  should  have  to  give  a  lecture  on  the  subject.  If  it  would  not  make 
you  impatient,  may  I  give  a  quotation  from  a  French  author?  A  lady  came  back  from 
church  and  said:  "  How  wonderful  that  preaching  was!  "  "  About  what?  "  asked  another. 
"About  charity."  "Well,"  asked  she,  "what  could  he  have  said  new  about  charity? 
There  is  nothing  to  say  new  about  charity."  Certainly  you  ought  to  be  charitable,  but 
jou  must  be  charitable  in  the  means,  and  consider  the  general  conditions  of  your  times. 
In  the  time  of  railways  and  shipping,  and  so  on,  when  you  can  for  £3  get  from  a  far- 
distant  land  to  another,  you  must  have  quite  another  kind  of  charity  to  what  you  had  in 
1800.    I  do  not  condemn  charity,  I  am  not  foolish  enough  to  do  so. 

Q.  I  want  something  practical,  if  you  can  give  a  suggestion  to  Lord  Rothschild  or 
any  of  those  who  lead  charity  in  this  country.    A.  I  should  do  it  with  pleasure. 

Q.  What  would  you  tell  them  to  do?  What  would  you  wish?  Would  you  say,  "  Send 
the  Jews  to  one  place,"  or  "  Give  them  a  particular  means  of  living,"  or  what  would  you 
suggest?  A.  I  would  give  them  general  advice  and  say,  "  Unite  your  forces  and  find  out 
the  right  place  and  help  the  real  working  man  instead  of  the  wandering  beggars  and  the 
professionals." 

Q.  Find  out  the  right  place  for  what?    A.  For  settling. 

Q.  You  want  a  system  of  settling,  probably  away  from  this  country?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  believe  that  would  relieve  the  strain  here?    A.  Yes. 

WHY  BARON  HIRSCH  FAILED 

Q.  Have  not  some  of  these  settlements  been  tried  and  failed?  A.  They  have  been 
tried  and  they  have  failed,  because  people  making  these  trials  thought  that  money  was 
all  in  the  world;  but  it  is  not.  With  money  you  cannot  make  a  general  movement  of  a 
^reat  mass  of  people.  You  must  give  them  an  ideal.  You  must  put  into  them  the  belief 
in  their  future,  and  then  you  are  able  to  take  out  of  them  the  devotion  to  the  hardest 
labor  imaginable.  I  will  give  you  an  example.  Argentina  has  a  very  good  soil,  and  the 
conditions  for  agricultural  labor  are  much  better  than  in  Palestine.  But  in  Palestine  they 
work  with  enthusiasm  and  they  succeed.  They  are  not  the  artificially  made  colonies;  they 
are  self-helping  colonies  which  have  that  great  national  idea.  I  will  not  make  a  long 
speech,  but  I  think  it  is  clear  enough  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  Alfred  Lyttleton:  Did  they  fail  in  Argentina?  A.  They  failed  partly  because 
there  they  were  thinking  always  of  the  administration  of  what  was  given  them  by  Baron 
Hirsch;  and  there  was  a  company  started  which  surrounded  them  with  all  the  necessities, 
and  avoided  the  difficulties,  and  so  on.    They  are  not  self-standing. 

This  is  an  extract  from  a  book  that  is  ascribed  to  Mr.  Harry  S.  Lewis  with  regard 
to  Zionism.    I  want  to  ask  whether  you  subscribe  to  this  paragraph  which  I  will  read? 

It  should  be  added  that  the  growth  of  Jewish  national  feeling  is  not  out  of  har- 
mony with  the  claims  of  English  citizenship.  It  may  be  a  curious  question  for  casuists 
whether  a  conflict  between  the  two  obligations  might  arise  in  any  conceivable  circum- 
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stances.  For  practical  men  it  is  enough  that  our  adopted  country,  to  which  we  owe 
so  great  a  debt  of  gratitude,  does  not  require  us  to  be  worse  Jews  in  order  that  we 
may  be  better  Englishmen.  We  will  not  conceal  the  fact  that  our  ultimate  aspirations 
are  fixed  on  the  home  of  our  fathers,  and  that  we  believe  that  the  genius  of  the  Jewish 
race  will  be  best  developed  on  Jewish  soil.  But,  for  many  generations  to  come,  mi- 
gration to  Palestine  must  be  a  slow  process,  and  perhaps  the  Holy  Land  can  never 
be  more  than  the  center  of  Jewish  life.  Meanwhile  our  home  is  here,  and  we  have  to 
show  ourselves  worthy  of  the  hospitality  which  we  enjoy.  The  distinct  but  not  diver- 
gent claims  of  citizenship  and  Jewish  nationality  may  be  exceptional,  but  so  is  the 
whole  history  of  Israel. 

A.  Those  are  excellent  words. 

IMMIGRATION  IN  AMERICA 

Mr.  Norman:  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  the  fact  or  not  that  the  leading  Jews  of 
America  have  informed  their  correspondents  here  they  cannot  receive  and  distribute  any 
more  Jewish  immigrants?  A.  I  have  heard  of  difficulties  of  emigration,  and  that  they  are 
overcrowded  with  Jews.    As  to  that  information  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  You  know  in  a  general  way,  but  not  in  so  definite  a  way  as  I  have  put  to  you? 
A.  No. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  would  not  the  stream  of  emigration  to  America  have  been  much 
greater  if  no  law  had  existed?  A.  I  think  this  law  did  not  alter  it  much.  This  prohibition 
could  not  change  it. 

Q.  On  what  grounds  do  you  believe  that?  A.  It  is  a  question  of  coasts  and  harbors. 
They  come  in.    How  will  you  prevent  a  man  from  coming  in? 

Q.  Do  you  mean  they  are  smuggled  in?  A.  No.  I  do  not  believe  that,  but  they  always 
find  means  to  come  in. 

Q.  They  evade  the  law?  A.  They  do  not  evade  the  law.  They  fulfill  the  conditions 
of  the  law,  but  the  conditions  of  the  law  are  not  efficacious.  Certainly  they  comply  with 
the  law. 

Major  Evans-Gordon:  One  question  on  that  subject.  You  refer  to  the  American  law, 
and  to  the  Jewish  community  sending  a  great  many  people  on  to  America,  or  trying  to 
send  people  on  to  America  from  here?  A.  Yes;  several  communities  try  to  give  them  the 
necessary  means,  and  that  is  done  in  a  quiet,  official  and  frank  and  loyal  way. 

Q.  Do  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guardians  and  other  people  assist  people  on  to  America 
from  here?    Do  you  know  that?    A.  I  know  that  several  parties  do  it. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  this:  that  in  sending  people  on  to  America,  where  the 
restrictive  laws  act,  they  have  to  be  carefully  selected.  Do  you  read  the  reports  of  the 
Jewish  Board  of  Guardians?    A.  From  time  to  time. 

Q.  You  will  see  there  constant  reference  made  to  the  careful  selection  of  the  people 
that  are  sent  on  to  America?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Therefore  my  point  is  that  if  those  restrictive  measures  did  not  exist  in  America 
it  would  be  much  easier  to  send  the  people  on?    A.  Certainly. 

Q.  And  therefore  the  restrictive  laws  in  America  do  act  as  a  deterrent  to  sending 
people  there?    A.  I  am  not  at  all  in  favor  of  these  restrictive  laws. 

Q.  But  they  do  act  as  a  deterrent  inasmuch  as  people  have  to  be  selected?  A.  Yes; 
and  I  think  it  is  rather  astonishing  that  a  country  like  America  does  so,  a  country  which 
has  been  made  by  immigration.  I  do  not  need  to  take  the  example  of  Australia,  which 
was  a  colony  made  not  by  the  highest  class  of  immigrants,  if  I  am  well  instructed.  See 
what  a  commonwealth  it  is  now.  A  desperate  immigrant  is  not  necessarily  an  undesirable 
man.     I  believe  young  civilization  is  made  by  despairing  men. 

The  Chairman:  That  is  all  the  questions  we  desire  to  put.  I  am  sure  every  member 
of  the  Commission  thanks  you  very  much  for  your  goodness  in  coming  here,  and  we  fully 
appreciate  the  evidence  you  have  given  us. 
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Straight   Talks 


BY  AN  OLD  ZIONIST 


Everybody    Knows   These    Things.;    Somehow    They    Often   Forget   Them 


I.— ON  GRUMBLERS  AND  GRIEVANCE  MONGERS 

Undoubtedly  you  have  a  grievance  against  some  one,  or  some  thing.  You 
would  be  a  poor  kind  of  a  Jew  or  an  American  citizen  if  you  were  without  a 
grumble.  But  just  reflect.  Do  you  think  you  can  lay  claim  to  being  a  Zionist 
if  your  particular  grievance  is  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  movement  in  order 
that  everyone  may  find  time  to  discuss  it? 

Don't  loom  too  large  in  your  own  imagination.  You  are  a  very  good 
soldier,  or  even  an  officer;  but  if  you  are  loyal  to  the  movement  and  you  feel 
your  grievance  is  so  big  that  you  must  shout  about  it,  that  you  are  bound  to 
occupy  every  meeting  with  it,  then  you  will  step  aside  and  allow  things  to  go 
on  without  you.  What  is  most  surprising,  is  that  things  go  on  without  you, 
because  this  movement  is  500,000  times  bigger  than  you  are. 

Now,  however,  no  one  really  wants  you  to  step  out  of  the  ranks;  on  the 
contrary,  we  want  you  to  stop  in  your  place.  But  one  wants  you  to  remember 
the  proportion  of  things;  that  your  grievance  must  not  be  allowed  to  over- 
shadow yourself,  your  society  or  your  section  of  the  movement.  One  objects 
to  your  wasting  precious  time  by  airing  your  old  complaints.  The  man  who 
looks  sour  and  hints  dark  things,  who  describes  someone  else  as  an  incarnation 
of  evil,  who  goes  brewing  "  teacup  "  storms,  comes  very  near  being  a  fool. 

Naturally  there  are  no  such  people  among  the  Zionists,  but  it  is  as  well 
that  this  should  be  written  ;  it  may  prevent  someone  acting  in  the  fashion 
indicated.  If  you  are  inclined  to  be  annoyed,  or  know  someone  who  is,  just 
"  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature."  There  is  nothing  like  seeing  oneself  as  others 
see  us. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  objective  of  our  movement,  To  establish  a 
legally  recognized,  publicly  secured  home  in  Palestine  for  the  Jews.  It  is  not 
quite  clear  to  you  that  is  not  to  be  accomplished  because  you  individually  are  a 
Zionist.  The  voice  of  nations  makes  their  power.  What  are  you,  what  am  I.^ 
We  cannot  accomplish  the  Zionist  programme,  but  we  can  help  it  succeed.  That 
is  the  real  issue  for  you  and  me.  We  can  help;  in  fact,  it  all  depends  upon 
our  help  and  our  willingness  to  assist,  our  ability  to  work  in  a  systematized, 
organized  way. 
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II.— ON  THE  INDIVIDUAL  ZIONIST 

Supposing  every  Jew  was  a  Zionist,  do  you  not  think  the  Zionist  scheme 
would  be  carried  out  to-morrow.  Of  course  it  would!  There  are  more  than 
10,000,000  Jews  in  the  world.  Supposing  eveiyone  gave  one  dollar  to  the  move- 
ment would  we  not  possess  the  ten  million  dollars  our  leaders  ask  for.  What 
a  trivial  question !  Well,  then,  my  friend,  your  first  business  is  to  pay  your  con- 
iiibution  as  Hberally  as  you  can,  and  then  get  the  next  man  in  to  do  the  same. 
You,  we,  Israel  wants  his  money,  his  voice,  his  sympathy.  When  I  was  a  boy 
I  was  told  never  to  tell  a  secret,  because  one  and  one  did  not  make  two,  but 
eleven,  and  three  ones  one  hundred  and  eleven — thus  I,  II,  III.  As  Zionism  is 
no  secret  you  must  employ  this  simple  idea,  Every  Jew  who  does  propaganda 
helps  to  make  another  possible  propagandist  and  so  on.  All  the  propagandists 
help  the  cause  to  succeed. 

Zionism  is  not  your  property,  nor  mine.  It  belongs  to  the  Jewish  people, 
and  you  have  to  help  all  the  people  understand  it.  Don't  let  the  other  man  do 
the  work,  there  is  plenty  for  you  to  do.  Don't  do  it  all  yourself,  let  others 
join  in. 

III.— ON  ORGANIZATION 

Why  organize?  Nothing  is  more  comfortable  than  to  set  about  work  in 
the  anyhow  fashion,  and  nothing  produces  less  results. 

Just  watch  a  gang  of  masons  building  a  house.  From  the  driver  of  the 
team  to  the  roof  coverer  every  man  has  his  place.  No  one  works  too  hard  and 
everything  is  done  properly.  You  are  in  a  movement  which  wishes  to  build  a 
nation  and  you  have  to  copy  the  mason.  As  this  is  done  voluntarily  find  out 
your  right  place,  the  work  you  can  do  best  and  do  it.  Do  it  and  don't  talk  about 
it.  The  busiest  men  have  the  most  time  because  they  work  by  system  and  don't 
waste  time  telling  other  people  they  are  doing  something. 

That  is  the  first  consideration  in  organization — organize  because  it  simplifies 
matters  and  doubles  the  results. 

Organize  because  it  means  power.  Zionism  is  a  moral  influence  which  can 
only  be  utilized  because  people  are  willing  to  obey.  Only  the  strength  of  the 
organization  can  accomplish  anything.  An  individual  Zionist  unattached,  not 
working  with  an  organization,  is  as  useless  as  a.  grain  of  sand  in  the  desert.  A 
Zionist  society  unaffiliated  to  the  main  body  of  the  movement  serves  no  particu- 
lar purpose.  The  individual  must  belong  to  the  society  and  the  society  must 
l)elong  to  the  union  of  societies  in  a  country. 

The  essence  of  Zionism  is  cooperative  work  and  united  effort.  The  man 
who  cannot  lead  or  will  not  be  led  is  a  poor  specimen — a  Zionist  against  him- 
self. He  does  not  understand  the  movement,  whoever  he  may  be ;  his  opinions 
on  all  other  issues  are  valueless,  because  he  has  not  grasped  the  truth  that  Zion- 
ism can  only  succeed  as  an  organized,  disciplined  movement. 
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DIPLOriACY 

r\R.  HERZL,  with  Herr  Wolfssohn,  have 
^^  been  to  Constantinople  for  the  third 
time,  and  our  leader  reports  that  the  Sultan 
has  not  agreed  to  our  requests  and  offers  us 
concessions  which  Dr.  Herzl  views  as  inade- 
quate to  our  purpose.  Not  a  single  Zionist  is 
agitated  by  this  information.  The  relations  of 
the  movement  with  the  Sultan  remain  ami- 
cable and  the  negotiations  will  in  due  course 
be  resumed.  Great  powers,  with  fleets,  armies 
and  unlimited  purses,  have  experienced  these 
"  checks,"  and  the  stream  of  life  has  gone  on. 
So  with  us.  We  did  not  enter  on  the  Zionist 
campaign  because  it  was  to  be  an  easy  vic- 
tory, we  are  so  little  dismayed  that  we  can 
afTord  to  state  publicly  the  position  of  affairs, 
keenly  alive  to  the  fact  that  with  a  further 
display  of  energy  time  is  on  our  side.  "  The 
stars  in  their  courses  are  fighting  for  Israel." 
To  Dr.  Herzl,  himself,  though  he  hardly 
needs  the  assurance,  we  bespeak  the  con- 
tinued and  unswerving  confidence  of  all  Zion- 
ists on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 


HEED  AND  WATCH 

'T'HE  capers  of  the  anti-Zionists  will  be 
*  worth  watching  at  this  juncture.  We 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  every  op- 
ponent who  can  command  space  in  a  Jewish 
publication  will  tell  us  that  everyone  knew 
the  Sultan  would  negotiate  up  to  a  point  and 
would  offer  some  exchange  for  money.  Now 
they  said  nothing  of  the  kind.  Not  a  little 
of  anti-Zionism  was  based  on  the  view  that 
the  Sultan  was  an  antagonist  of  the  move- 
ment, and  that  behind  him  are  powerful 
enemies  who  will  oppose  us.  The  majority  of 
the  anti-Zionists  will  expect  us  to  collapse, 
and  we  are  looking  to  the  renewal  of  tne 
prophecies  of  disintegration  which  were  made 
earlier  in  the  year.  All  this  is  childish  prattle. 
This  movement  is  based  on  the  logical  under- 


standing of  Jewish  needs,  and  the  emotional 
appreciation  of  ideals.  Neither  the  need  nor 
the  desire  would  grow  less  if  diplomacy 
failed  absolutely  to  effect  our  object.  On  the 
contrary,  disappointment  could  only  nerve  us 
to  greater  efforts.  Practical,  political  Zion- 
ism is  a  cause  advocated  by  men  who  have 
counted  the  cost;  hence  neither  sneer,  jeer 
nor  opposition  will  affect  our  strenuous  labors 
for  ultimate  success. 

THE  DAY  OF  EXILE 

TV'T"  E  devote  a  good  section  of  this  number 
''  to  commemorating  the  ninth  of  Ab, 
the  anniversary  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem and  of  the  dispersal  of  our  race.  The 
Fast  shows  that  we  Jews  have  not  forgotten 
the  event  that  happened  1,832  years  ago;  that 
that  event,  moreover,  still  affects  our  lives, 
our  thoughts,  and  remains  one  of  the  incidents 
which  sways  us;  and  that  we  Jews  stand 
alone  in  the  world's  history.  There  is  no 
parallel  to  the  mourning  for  Jerusalem,  as 
there  is  in  all  elegiac  poetry  no  comparison 
to  the  lamentations  of  Jeremiah  and  the 
dirges  of  Halevy. 

This  world  is  cumbered  by  many  fools  who 
seek  to  settle  the  position  of  people  and  the 
attributes  of  groups  according  to  some  so- 
called  scientific  definition.    According  to  such, 
we  no  longer  are  anything  more  than  a  mass 
of  religionists  swayed  by  the  world's  passions, 
hoping  with  the  world's  hopes,  looking  into 
the  future  with  the  vision  of  common  men. 
Yet  when  one  reflects  that  for  sixteen  cen- 
turies  the   stones   of  the  Western   Wall   of 
Jerusalem,  all  that  is  left  of  our  ancient  city, 
have  been  bathed  by  the  tears  of  hoping,  pray- 
ing, earnest  Jews  and  Jewesses;   when  we, 
moreover,    remember    that    more    than    two- 
thirds  of  our  race  still  observe  this  Ninth  of 
Ab  with  a  mourning  as  intense  as  that  for  the 
loss  of  a  member  of  the  family,  and  that  the 
dirge  at  the  bier  is  but  copied,  a  weak  imita- 
tion of  the  Kinnoth  of  the  day  of  the  Dias- 
pora.   When  we  reflect  on  this  we  should  re- 
member that  the  Jewish  people — we  mean  it 
in  no  false  sense — must  not,  and  cannot  be 
judged  by  the  common  standards  of  existence. 
We  must  not  even  judge  ourselves  by  our 
nearest  environment. 

The  great  heart  of  Jewry,  the  mass  into 
whose  lives  publicists  never  see,  and  of  whose 
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thoughts  the  pulpits,  that  have  the  ear  of  the 
press,  never  speak,  that  great  mass,  though 
not  yet  active,  still  stands  to-day  even  as  the 
Jew  fleeing  or  led  a  slave  from  Palestine, 
stood  nineteen  hundred  years  ago,  pledged  to 
the  old  oath  of  allegiance.  "  If  I  forget  thee, 
oh  Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand  forget  its 
cunning." 

IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  ALL  MEN 

npHIS  issue  of  the  Maccab^an  contains  a 
^  verbatim  report  of  the  statement  and 
evidence  given  by  Dr.  Herzl  before  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Alien  Immigration,  sitting  in 
London.  Dr.  Herzl  was  invited  by  the  Com- 
mission to  state  his  views  on  the  Jewish  ques- 
tion, and  every  careful  reader  of  his  clear  and 
definite  words,  and  the  sometimes  brilliant 
cross-examination,  will  find  once  for  all  that 
if  Zionism  has  its  sentimental  side  it  is  still 
based  upon  a  foundation  of  keen  and  pointed 
logic  that  it  is  grounded  on  the  clear  and  pre- 
cise understanding  of  Jewish  affairs  in  detail 
and  in  general.  "* 

By  appearing  before  the  Commission  Dr. 
Herzl  has  practically  stood  before  the  bar  of 
the  world.  We  do  not  for  a  moment  say  that 
every  man  would  be  convinced  at  once  by 
what  he  has  said,  nor  that  we  find  every  one 
of  his  observations  flawless;  but  we  do  con- 
tend that  no  such  masterly  exposition  of  Jew- 
ish affairs  has  been  presented  by  any  Jew  to 
an  authoritative  body,  and  that,  perhaps  ex- 
cepting Moses  Montefiore,  no  representative 
Jew  has  so  frankly  and  boldly  stood  up,  cast- 
ing aside  all  other  interests,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Jews.  It  will  be  but  natural  that 
hundreds  of  institutions  whose  policy  and 
methods  are  scored  in  single  phrases,  will,  in 
the  privacy  of  committee  and  council  rooms, 
debate  and  contend  against  Dr.  Herzl's  ob- 
servations. 

But  this  is  exactly  what  we  want.  There- 
fore, we  are  more  than  glad  that  Dr.  Herzl 
appeared  before  the  Royal  Commission  and 
provided  us  with  so  much  food  for  reflec- 
tion. 

DIFFERENCES  AND  DISTINCTIONS 

1^0  Jew  can  read  this  record  of  Dr.  Herzl's 
•*■  ^  evidence  without  being  cut  to  the  quick 
by  one  thought.  That  is,  that  while  a  Royal 
Commission,  representing  the  British  Empire, 


thought  sufficiently  highly  of  the  man,  his 
methods  and  his  ideals,  to  send  for  him,  to 
extend  to  him  a  hearty  welcome  and  to  greet 
him  as  he  deserves  to  be  greeted,  as  one  of 
the  foremost  statesmen  of  his  time,  the  so- 
called  representative  Jews,  especially  those 
who  have  the  purses,  and  who  administer  the 
exchequers  of  our  great  institutions,  had 
neither  the  courtesy  nor  the  tact  hereto- 
fore to  greet  him,  or  to  offer  to  receive 
him  and  his  colleagues.  There  could  be  no 
greater  disparity  than  between  the  reception 
accorded  Zionism  by  the  representatives  of 
the  British  Government  and  that  shown  it 
by  the  administrators  of  the  Jewish  Coloniza- 
tion Association,  who  we  can  well  under- 
stand, under  the  circumstances,  wish  to  get 
off  the  question  on  a  side  issue. 

In  this,  however,  they  will  not  succeed,  and 
they  will  do  well  to  remember,  as  should 
other  Jewish  organizations  that  have  govern- 
ing power,  that  the  world,  to  whose  opinion 
they  must  bow,  does  not  ignore  the  fact,  and 
will  in  the  long  run  take  notice  of  it,  that 
they  refuse  cither  to  help  or  to  listen  to  a 
policy  for  the  futile  reason,  so  it  strikes  the 
average  man,  that  it  is  not  of  their  invention. 

AN  APOLOGY 

''  I  'HE  Israelii,  of  Maintz,  the  famous  organ 
of  German  orthodoxy  which  was  the 
vehicle  of  so  many  slanderous  statements  on 
the  movement  and,  together  with  the  Jew- 
ish Chronicle,  published  the  slanderous  attack 
of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  has  now  apologized  to  the 
Zionist  movement. 

Herr  Oscar  Lehman,  editor  of  the  Israelii, 
recently  had  an  interview  with  Herr  D.  Wolfs- 
sohn,  chairman  of  the  Trust,  Dr.  M.  Boden- 
heimer,  president  of  the  German  Federation 
of  Zionists,  and  after  explanations  signed 
a  document  expressing  his  conviction  that  the 
accusations  against  the  management  of  the 
Trust  were  without  foundation,  and  that  he 
withdrew  them,  expressing  deep  regret.  Herr 
Lehman  has  further  undertaken  not  to  accept 
any  more  contributions  of  the  author  of  the 
incriminating  article,  nor  anything  against  the 
movement  from  the  writer  of  an  article  en- 
titled "  Zionism  and  Missions  to  Jews." 

This,  in  effect,  means  the  dismissal  of  Herr 
Willy  Bambus,  who,  we  believe,  was  the 
author  of  those  attacks.     Our  belief  is  based 
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on  the  knowledge  that  he  acted  both  as  cor- 
respondent in  Berlin  for  the  Israelii  and  the 
Jewish  Chronicle.  If  we  are  mistaken  in  this 
presumption  we  will  naturally  apologize. 
Herr  Lehman  further  promises  to  treat  the 
movement  in  a  fair  spirit,  and  to  pay  a  fine 
to  an  institution  to  be  named,  as  well  as  all 
expenses  incurred  in  the  proposed  action 
against  himself. 

On  July  14  this  apology  was  printed  promi- 
nently in  the  Israelii;  so  we  may  assume  that 
the  incident  is  closed.  As  falsity  always  gets 
a  long  start  of  truth,  there  may  still  be  peo- 
ple who  will  continue  to  believe  the  libel 
originally  disseminated  by  the  Israelii  and  the 
Chronicle.  It  is,  however,  well  for  them  to 
remember,  and  we  make  this  observation 
pointedly  to  the  editors  of  some  of  our  Jew- 
ish contemporaries,  that  these  apologies  are 
in  the  long  run  weakening  to  the  authority  of 
the  journal  that  has  to  make  them,  and  were 
made  because  it  was  seen  that  the  Trust  was 
in  the  right,  and  that,  as  an  honest  institution, 
it  was  prepared  to  battle  for  its  good  name. 

There  is  law  here,  as  well  as  in  Germany 
and  England,  and  if  it  need  be,  its  aid  will 
be  invoked.  Fair  criticism  we  are  prepared 
to  answer  with  a  zest ;  slander  must,  however, 
be  dealt  with  in  another  fashion. 


AN  ATTACK  ON  ROUMANIA 

'TTHE  English  Jews  have  started  an  attack 
on  Roumania,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Government  has  plainly  indicated,  in  the 
words  of  Lord  Cranborne,  that  "  the  Foreign 
Office  has  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
other  Powers,  co-signatories  of  the  treaty 
of  Berlin,  would  view  with  favor  joint  ac- 
tion "  to  enforce  the  44th  article  of  the  Ber- 
lin treaty. 

Although  the  situation  is  hopeless,  the 
strenuous  activity  of  our  English  brethren 
is  admirable  and  would  be  more  so  if  one 
saw  more  directness  in  it.  Both  the  Lon- 
don Jewish  Chronicle  and  World  have  been 
publishing  supplements  entitled  the  "  Rou- 
manian Bulletin,"  the  whole  point  of  which 
was  to  make  clear  to  the  financial  world  that 
Roumania  is  financially  unsound.  We  can 
afford  to  be  quite  honest  and  straightforward 
about  this  kind  of  attack.  Undoubtedly  Rou- 
mania is  unsound  financially,  but  the  effort 
of  the  Jews  in  England  has  been  made  rather 


late  in  the  day  if  it  is  to  achieve  anything; 
and,  with  all  due  respect  to  our  contempo- 
raries, their  average  readers  are  not  par- 
ticularly interested  in  Roumanian  finances, 
and  are  not  of  the  class  who  are  lending 
money  to  Roumania. 

The  moral  effects  of  the  attack  was,  how- 
ever, to  some  purpose  and  yielded  a  better 
result  than  that  of  1890-1,  when  an  effort 
was  made  to  keep  Jewish  money  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Russian  Government.  Some- 
how Russia,  in  spite  of  that  effort,  obtained 
that  money,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  how  many  Jews  forgot  their  race  for 
the  sake  of  percentage.  The  Roumanian  ap- 
peal was  for  no  very  gredt  sum.  The  small 
European  bankers  could,  without  the  Jews, 
have  lent  it.  Still,  according  to  the  latest 
reports,  Roumania  did  not  raise  the  loan; 
but  if  the  Jewish  mind  is  set  on  bringing 
Roumania  on  her  knees  through  financial 
pressure,  then  the  thing  is  not  to  be  done  by 
appealing  to  the  average  reader,  but  by  the 
joint  action  of  the  big  Jewish  financiers  and 
the  threat  on  the  part  of  the  Jewish  press  to 
blacklist  all  Jews  taking  up  Roumanian  se- 
curities. We  admit  that  this  is  not  easy  to  do, 
and  the  financial  boycott  by  Jews  may  have 
more  than  one  effect,  but  if  this  kind  of  force 
is  to  be  used  then  let  it  be  used  properly  and 
courageously. 

THERE  IS  NO  END 

■pjAR  better  for  the  Jews  of  Europe  and 
America  is  it  to  recognize  the  blunt 
truth  that  diplomacy  is  a  failure  when  it 
comes  to  coercing  a  State  through  other 
States  in  the  interests  of  the  Jewish  people. 
The  appeal  to  the-public  should  be  made,  and 
must  be  made,  and  far  too  little  in  this  di- 
rection has  been  done  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  English  publicists  are  already 
recognizing  the  revolting  injustice  of  the 
Roumanian  methods  of  government,  but 
hardly  a  word  has  been  heard  here  of  a  be- 
trayal which  may  end  in  contaminating  more 
than  the  people  of  Roumania.  Yet  the  con- 
science of  Europe,  and,  added  to  it,  that  of 
America,  will  do  little  direct,  but  it  is  enough 
if  it  will  arouse  active  Jewish  minds  to  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  the  way  out  of  the 
land  and  the  new  home  must  be  found  for 
our  brethren  who,  in  the  words  of  the  re- 
port  of   the   Anglo-Jewish   Association,   "  no 
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longer   have   the   right   to   die  in   small   vil- 
lages." 

Our  contemporary,  the  Jewish  Chronicle, 
has  been  so  moved  by  this  that  it  has  writ- 
ten, "  If  Europe  allows  the  appalling  plot 
against  the  Roumanian  Jews  to  go  forward 
to  its  consummation  an  indelible  stain,  at 
the  least,  will  be  left  on  its  history;  West- 
ern civilization  will  write  itself  down  a  snare 
and  a  pretentious  hypocrisy."  For  this  stren- 
uous attitude  it  has  our  Zionist  thanks.  The 
stain  is  there,  and  the  time  has  arrived  when 
not  merely  we  Zionists,  but  the  whole  of 
Jewry,  must  recognize  that  the  power  for  ac- 
tion lies  within,  not  without,  our  camp. 

A  PLEA  FOR  UNION 

COLONEL  GOLDSMITH,  still  one  of  the 
most  strenuous  Zionists  and  most  careful 
politicians,  has  summed  up  the  present  posi- 
tion of  the  Jews  in  very  neat  phrases :  "  I 
think  we  may  accept  it  as  an  axiom  that  the 
Jewish  race  must  be  taken  as  a  whole." 
"  With  an  enemy  bearing  down  upon  us  from 
all  directions,  it  is  high  time  that  petty  jeal- 
ousies and  formal  ambitions  be  sunk."  The 
Colonel  holds  that  "  dark  and  threatening  are 
the  clouds  that  hang  over  our  race,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  Great  Britain,  Italy 
and  Holland  the  evil  serpent  of  anti-Semi- 
tism raised  its  hydra-head  over  the  nations  of 
the  world."  And  he  wishes  that  an  end 
should  be  made  to  spasmodic  eflfort.  He 
pleads  for  the  unity  of  the  Alliance  Israel- 
ite, the  Jewish  Colonization  Association  and 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  so  that  "  any  sud- 
den catastrophe  should  not  find  us  unpre- 
pared." The  picture  that  he  paints  in  dark 
gloomy  colors  is  but  all  too  true.  For  our 
part,  we  can  but  say  that  we  are  ready  as 
Zionists  to  sink  all  other  ambitions  we  have 
except  that  of  our  desire  to  rescue  our  people. 
If  his  proposal  to  bring  about  a  confer- 
ence of  the  principal  Jewish  communities 
and  associations  is  practical,  it  will  be  found 
none  will  give  in  their  adhesion  to  such  a 
gathering  as  readily  and  as  spontaneously  as 
the  Zionists.  He  himself  feels  this,  and  the 
tribute  that  he  pays  to  the  logic  of  our  move- 
ment, to  its  real  power  and  force,  is  the  brief 
description  he  gives  elsewhere  of  bareback 
riders  carrying  Zionist  flags  in  Carmel,  one 
of  the  Hirsch  colonies  in  Argentine.    We  are 


satisfied  that  the  renaissance  of  our  race  is 
proceeding,  and  we  have  but  little  fear  that 
any  congress  prepared  to  discuss  practical 
issues  will  find  that  in  a  multitude  of  coun- 
selors there  is  wisdom.  The  future  of  the 
Jew  depends  upon  the  strengthening  of  the 
national  Jewish  spirit. 

DRIFTINQ 

r^IONISM  is  on  the  march.  The  general 
^-^  public  will  probably  not  concede  this,  but 
it  is  our  business  to  point  out  the  logic  of 
events  whether  the  good  folk  around  us  un- 
derstand or  ignore  the  natural  sequences  of 
their  actions. 

And  the  effect  is  world-wide.  After  much 
debate,  the  German  Jews  have  accepted  the 
idea  of  the  Judcntag.  What  does  that 
mean?  That  they  draw  the  Jewish  ranks 
closer  together,  the  acknowledgment  of  spe- 
cific Jewish  existence,  and  the  end  must  be 
that  to  which  we  are  driving,  since  we  started 
from  the  very  same  basis. 

In  England  Lord  Rothschild  is  leading  the 
community  to  stand  aloof  from  a  great  re- 
ligious educational  dispute  which  is  troubling 
that  country.  Now,  heretofore,  the  Jews  in 
England  stood  mostly  with  the  Nonconform- 
ist party,  and  in  politics  scattered  themselves 
among  all  groups.  Now,  out  of  gratitude  to 
the  country,  they  will  accept  what  is  offered 
them  in  matters  of  education,  and  although 
this  at  the  first  blush  seems  weak,  it  again 
comes  to  this :  that  Lord  Rothschild  acknowl- 
edges the  specific  Jewish  interest,  and  will 
guard  It,  let  he  who  will  of  other  faiths  quar- 
rel. 

Coming  nearer  him,  here  in  New  York,  the 
riot  at  the  funeral  of  the  late  Rabbi  Josephs 
has  been  followed  by  "  open  letters  "  to  the 
mayor,  deputations  and  the  organizing  of  the 
Jews  in  serried  ranks  and  a  determination 
that  that  specific  Jewish  interest  shall  be 
properly  protected.  And  who  shall  blame  the 
Jews  for  this?  Again  it  comes  to  the  same 
thing. 

To  bring  the  Jews  in  line,  to  raise  the  in- 
tenser  Jewish  feeling,  is  to  lead  the  people, 
whether  one  does  it  consciously  or  not,  to  the 
ancient  standard  of  the  race  and  lead  them 
thus  gradually,  but  surely,  back  to  the  ideals 
for  which  we  stand.  There  is  no  unpatriot- 
ism  in  this.  The  day  when  men  believed  that 
imperialism  should  be  created  in  any  State 
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by  the  creation  of  a  homogeneous  people  in 
which  all  old  types  should  be  destroyed,  is 
past.  It  has  been  seen  that  blood  is  thicker 
and  stronger  than  all  these  milk  and  water 
theories.  And,  in  fact,  that  every  form  of  pa- 
triotism enclothes  half  a  dozen  or  more,  so 
that  the  Jew  becomes  the  better  citizen  if  he  is 
the  more  earnestly  a  Jew. 

We  deeply  regret  to  learn  of  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  Prof.  Richard  Gottheil,  President  of 
the  Federation,  who  is  at  present  in  Ger- 
many. We  learn  that  he  is  now  convalescent 
and  we  bespeak  the  hearty  wishes  of  all 
Zionists  and  friends  for  his  complete  re- 
covery. 

Our  advertising  pages  contain  an  announce- 
ment of  the  Echo  Zioniste,  which  is  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  Zionists  of  France.  We 
heartily  recommend  the  publication,  at  the 
head  of  which  is  our  doughty  colleague.  Dr. 
Alexander  Marmorek,  to  those  of  our  readers 
who  read  French.  The  Echo,  while  a  Zionist 
organ,  is,  at  the  same  time,  the  only  repre-  ^ 
sentative  Jewish  journal  published  in  France. 

The  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Szold 
has  evoked  widespread  regret  and  sympathy 
with  the  family  of  the  deceased.  Dr.  Szold, 
though  no  longer  active  when  the  modern 
Zionist  movement  took  shape,  was  in  sj^m- 
pathy  with  it,  and  we  owe  considerable  to  the 
advocacy  of  the  cause  to  the  Misses  Szold, 
whose  pens  have  graced  these  pages.    On  be- 


half of  all  the  American  Zionists  we  tender 
the  family  of  the  late  Rabbi  the  consolation 
of  Zion  in  their  bereavement. 


^ 


Miss  Jennie  G.  Bluestone  and  Mr.  Simon 
Buchhalter  were  married  on  July  8.  Miss 
Bluestone,  who  is  a  member  of  the  "  Benoth 
Zion  Circle  Hadassah,"  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  that  society,  which  was  then 
called  the  "  Uptown  Daughters  of  Zion." 
Miss  Bluestone  was  always  an  ardent  worker 
for  the  cause  and  for  the  society,  and  while 
the  members  offer  their  sincere  congratula- 
tions they  regret  that  Miss  Bluestone  is  leav- 
ing them.  They  all  wish  her  God-speed,  and 
congratulate  the  Vienna  "  Circle,"  which  she 
will  join,  upon  winning  such  a  worthy  mem- 
ber. 

■     St 

Mr.  Nathan  Berlin,  one  of  the  veterans  of 
the  Zionist  movement,  died  on  Monday, 
August  4.  He  was  a  well-known  Hebrew 
and  Yiddish  writer,  and  had,  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  worked  for  the  regenera- 
tion of  the  Jewish  people.  In  Russia,  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States,  he  carried  on  his 
work,  always  believing  the  day  would  come 
when  the  Jewish  people  would  return  to 
Palestine. 

He  was  a  prolific  writer :  his  best  known 
work  being  "  A  Voyage  to  Hell,"  in  which 
he  satirized  those  leaders  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple who  always  made  it  a  point  of  sneering 
at  the  national  aspirations  of  their  brethren. 
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Official  News 


ry£  WELT  No.  30  acknewrledged  the  re- 
^^  ceipt  of  $320.95  from  the  Federation  of 
American  Zionists  for  the  Romanian  Jews. 
Owing  to  our  having  to  close  this  issue 
some  days  prior  to  the  15th  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  include  in  this  issue  the  reports 
of  the  Tisho  B'ab  meetings.  These  will, 
however,  be  reported  at  length  in  the  Sep- 
tember issue.  Correspondents  are  again  ur- 
gently requested  to  send  in  correspondence 
by  the  ist  prox. 


sky  and  the  secretary.  Mr.  Schinsky  was 
appointed  secretary  of  the  committee.  Steps 
were  taken  to  guard  the  issue  of  the  stamps, 
and  it  was  resolved  to  print  leaflets  in  Eng- 
lish and  Yiddish  in  aid  of  the  Fund. 

NATIONAL  FUND  LEAFLET. 

Packets  of  the  National  Fund  leaflet  in 
English  and  Yiddish  can  be  had  free  of 
charge  on  application  by  the  officers  of  so- 
cieties. 


The  editor  will  be  glad  to  consider  MS. 
in  prose  and  verse,  sketches,  articles  ana 
stories,  and  honorariums  will  be  made  for 
MS.  accepted. 

Societies  are  urgently  requested  to  pay 

THE  MaCCAB^AN  assessment  OF  $5,  AND  FOR- 
WARD   THE    $25    assessment    DECIDED    UPON    AT 

THE  Boston  Convention.    For  the  latter  five 

SHARES  of  MACCABiEAN  STOCK  WILL  IN  EACH 
CASE  BE  issued;  FOR  THE  EARLIER  ASSESS- 
MENT THE  SOCIETIES  HAVE  THE  OPTION  OF  RE- 
CEIVING STOCK  OR  FIVE  COPIES  OF  THE  MaCCA- 
BiEAN  PER  MONTH.  We  WOULD  ALSO  DIRECT 
THEIR  ATTENTION  TO  THE  PRIZES  OFFERED  IN 
THIS   ISSUE   FOI^   NEW    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

The  amount  of  $12.50  from  the  Proskower 
Zion  Congregation,  of  New  York,  was  in 
error  omitted  from  the  financial  statement  in 
the  July  issue. 

Jit 

OFFICIAL   NOTICES 

DR.   HERZL  IN  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Dr.  Theodore  Herzl,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
D.  Wolfsohn,  Chairman  of  the  Jewish  Colo- 
nial Trust,  Limited,  left  Vienna  for  Constan- 
tinople on  July  24,  and  was  accorded  a  hearty 
reception  at  the  Sublime  Porte  a  few  days 
later. 

NATIONAL  FUND  COMMITTEE. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  National 
Fund  Committee  was  held  on  July  17,  Mr.  I. 
D.  Morrison  in  the  chair.  There  were  pres- 
ent Mr.  S.  Abel,  Dr.   Mosesson,  Mr.   Schin- 


MODEL  CONSTITUTION. 

Copies  of  the  Model  Constitution  can  be 
had  on  application  to  the  office. 

CIRCULAR  28. 

Secretaries  who  have  omitted  to  take  notice 
of  this  circular  have  been  addressed  directly. 

CIRCULAR  29. 

An  earnest  appeal  is  again  made  to  societies 
which  have  not  yet  remitted  to  forward  one 
dollar  toward  the  sum  needed  to  enter  the 
name  of  the  late  Jacob  Herzl  in  the  Golden 
Book  of  the  National  Fund. 

PROPAGANDA. 

The  Propaganda  Committee  arranged  a 
mass  demonstration  on  the  12th  inst.  at  the 
Educational  Alliance,  New  York,  in  order 
to  commemorate  the  Fast  of  Ab.  A  report 
will  elsewhere  be  found  of  the  doings  of  the 
committee. 

STATE  AND  DISTRICT  DEPUTIES. 

The  attention  of  societies  is  again  called 
to  the  advisability  of  appointing  deputies. 
The  successful  work  already  done  through 
this  medium  encourages  the  belief  that  much 
further  good  will  be  accomplished  if  the  so- 
cieties will  make  greater  speed  with  their 
appointments  of  officers. 

CHANGES  OF  ADDRESS. 

Secretaries  are  requested  to  note  that  the 
office  of  the  Federation  cannot  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  non-receipt  of  circulars,  if 
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the  changes  of  officers  and  addresses  are  not 
regularly  reported. 

SHARE  CLUBS. 

The  information  received  on  the  existing 
share  clubs  suggests  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  reorganize  them.  A  new 
and  simple  system  of  collecting  installments 
on  shares  has  therefore  been  devised.  A  book 
containing  one  hundred  sheets  of  fifty  vouch- 
ers for  10  cents  each,  numbered  and  to  be 
stamped  with  a  separate  stamp  for  each  so- 
ciety, has  been  prepared.  Samples  can  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  secretary.  By 
this  system  practically  no  bookkeeping  is 
needed;  and  the  cost  of  collection  per  share, 
as  far  as  printing,  etc.,  goes,  is  reduced- to  a 
cent  per  share. 

Every  society  is  hereby  requested  to  form 
a  share  committee,  with  a  distinct  secretary 
who  shall  enter  into  communication  with  the 
secretary  of  the  Federation,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  sake  of  shares.  If  necessary, 
leaflets  on  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  will  be 
prepared. 

FORMATION   OF   NEW   SOCIETIES. 

Our   news   columns   report   the   formation 


of  several  new  organizations.  To  all  of  these 
the  Executive  Council  extends  a  hearty  wel- 
come, and  thanks  the  organizers  for  their 
earnest  endeavors  in  the  interest  of  the 
cause. 

SUB-CHARTERS. 

The  following  sub-charters   have  been   is- 
sued since  June  i : 

Bangor,   Me Daughters  of  Zion. 

Bangor,  Me Dorshei  Zion. 

Charleston,  S.  C .Salvation  of  Zion 

Haverhill,  Mass Yeshuoth  Zion. 

Lawrence,  Mass Sons  of  Zion. 

Norfolk,  Va Bnoth  Zion  Alliance. 

Philadelphia,  Pa Dorshei  Zion. 

Pittsburg,  Pa Daughters  of  Zion. 

Pittsburg,  Pa Dorshei  Zion. 

Portland,  Ore Lovers  of  Zion. 

Reading,  Pa Rose  of  Zion. 

Scranton,  Pa Chovevi  Zion. 

Seattle,  Wash Sons  of  Zion. 

Spokane,  Wash Zion  Society. 

Wilkesbarre,  Pa Chovevi  Zion. 

The  Secretary. 
August  II,  1902. 


The  Propaganda  Committee 


A  meeting  of  the  Propaganda  Committee 
was  held  on  Wednesday,  August  6,  Mr.  L. 
Lipsky  in  the  chair.  There  were  present  Dr. 
Mosesson,  Messrs.  Frishman,  Levinson,  J.  de 
Haas  and  the  honorary  secretary. 

Arrangements  for  the  meeting  to  com- 
memorate the  Fast  of  Ab  were  reported. 

Mr.  J.  de  Haas  reported  the  names  of 
those  who  have  offered  their  services  as 
speakers,  and  stated  that  there  had  been 
numerous  applications  for  copies  of  the  model 
constitution. 

It  was  resolved  to  organize  a  meeting  in 
the  interest  of  the  movement  in  the  western 
extreme  of  the  lower  East  Side. 

It  was  further  resolved.  That  it  is  expedient 
that  every  society  should  hold  a  festival  for 


Jewish  children  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
ancient  Palestinian  Festival  of  the  Water 
Carriers  the  third  night  of  the  Festival  of 
Tabernacles. 

It  was  further  decided  to  convene  a  meet- 
ing of  the  representatives  of  the  New  York 
societies  for  arranging  the  details  of  such  a 
festival  in  New  York. 

It  was  resolved  to  prepare  a  ritual  for  in- 
itiation of  members  of  societies  and  an  order 
of  business  for  the  conduct  of  meetings  of 
societies. 

It  was  further  resolved  to  map  out  the 
State  of  New  York  with  a  view  to  the  cre- 
ation of  Zionist  societies  in  cities,  where  such 
are  not  at  present  in  existence. 

Isaac  Allen,  Hon.  Sec. 


Io8  THE    MACCAB.EAN.  [August,  1902. 


National  Fund  Stamps 


The  following^  stamps  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  National  Fund  Committee 
from  Jone  J3  to  August  IZ,  J902,  inclusive 

Albany,  N.  Y Avis  Zion $6.00 

Bangor,  Me Dorshe    Zion i.oo 

"        "  M.  L.  Rosen 2.00 

Boston,   Mass J.    Rottenberg 50.00 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y Daughters  of  Zion 4.00 

Chicago,   111 Knights  of  Zion 50.00 

Cincinnati,   Ohio Ohave  Zion 10.00 

Cleveland,  Ohio M.  Volper 5.00 

Des  Moines,  Iowa. .. ., .  .L'Mann  Zion 5.00 

Fort  Worth,  Tex Ahawath   Zion 2.00 

Hartford,   Conn Bnai  Zion lO.oo 

Haverhill,   Mass Jeshuoth  Zion 5.00 

Holyoke,   Mass Sons  of  Zion 3.00 

Hudson,  N.  Y Dorshe  Zion  Society 3.00 

Memphis,  Tenn M.   Taffe 2.00 

Newburgh,  N.  Y Bnai  Zion 5.00 

New  York,  N.  Y Federation  of  American  Zionists  (office  use)  ....  3.50 

"             "    Chovevi  Zion 6.00 

"              " Zion  Benevolent  Society 20.00 

"    Tisho  B'ab  Public  Collection 25.65 

Philadelphia,   Pa Friends  of  Zion 6.00 

Pittsburg,   Pa Dorshe  Zion 10.00 

Scranton,  Pa Chovevi    Zion 10.00 

Troy,  N.  Y Chovei  Zion 10.00 

Waco,  Tex Dr.  N.  Heller i.oo 

Wilkes-Barre,    Pa Chovevi    Zion i.oo 

Woodbine,  N.  J Zion    Advocates 2.00 

Worcester,  Mass Maccabees    5.00 

$264.00 

Received  for  special  accounts 76.32 


Total    $340.32 


Aug. 

30. 

<( 

31. 

Sept. 

6. 

<( 

9- 

<< 

13. 

14. 

(( 

20. 

<( 

21. 

(< 

26. 

(< 

27. 

MODEL   SYLLABUS 

Augf,-Sept. 

r  Paper :  The  General  principles  of  Zionism. 

I  Debate:  Mendelssohn  and  Judaism  (anniversary). 

)  Alternative :  Why  Palestine  ? 

)  Paper :  What  Political  Emancipation  has  done  for  the  Jews. 

f  Alternative :  The  Jews  and  their  Mission. 

j- Jewish  National  Concert   (six  songs). 

Debate :  How  we  can  advance  the  cause. 
Alternative :  "  What  a  National  Fund  means." 
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News  from  the  Societies 


[Correspondents  must  please  note  that  all  communi- 
cations intended  for  publication  must  be  written  on  one 
side  ol  the  paper  only.    Ed.  M.] 

Boston,  Mass. — The  Sons  and  Daughters 
of  Zion  voted  a  contribution  of  fifty  dollars 
toward  the  National  Fund,  and  intend  start- 
ing the  stamp  movement  on  an  extensive 
.scale.  All  its  tickets  for  the  annual  celebra- 
tion of  the  second  Basle  Congress  are  stamped 
with  National  Fund  Stamps. 

Boston. — The  Daughters  of  Zion  have 
elected  the  following  officers :  Miss  F.  L. 
Cohen,  president;  Miss  L.  Shelevsky,  vice- 
president;  Miss  D.  Sperling,  recording  secre- 
tary; Miss  G.  Shelevsky,  financial  secretary; 
Miss  E.  Shore,  treasurer.  The  society  will 
present  a  course  of  Jewish  history  and  lec- 
tures on  Zionism.  It  holds  regular  meetings 
at  Zion  Hall,  170  Hanover  street. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — At  the  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  Dorshei  Zion  the  following 
officers  were  elected :  President,  Samuel 
Weinstein ;  vice-president,  L.  H.  Weiss ;  cor- 
responding secretary,  P.  Rosenberg;  financial 
secretary,  A.  Heller ;  treasurer,  S.  Kurshan ; 
chairman  of  the  Share  Committee,  Mr.  Myer ; 
chairman  of  the  Shekel  and  National  Fund 
Committee,  A.  Heller. 

Des  Moines,  Ia. — Mr.  Leon  Zolotkoff  ad- 
dressed a  meeting  of  the  L'maan  Zion  of  this 
city  on  July  27. 

Detroit,  Mich. — Rabbi  Isidore  Myers  re- 
cently addressed  a  meeting  of  the  Zionist  So- 
ciety of  this  city  and  helped  to  reorganize  it. 
The  Bani  Zion  Gate,  No.  21,  organized  a  share 
committee  in  May.  .  Fifty-four  shares  have 
been  sold  on  the  installment  plan.  Ten 
stamps  were  issued,  but  the  rule  of  the  club 
is  that  a  share  must  be  paid  for  in  one  year. 
The  following  constitute  the  committee  on 
shares :  Mr.  E.  Lightstone,  treasurer ;  Mr.  M. 
Goldgleid,  secretary,  and  Messrs.  S.  Kaploy, 
H.  Gorman,  K.  Barnet  and  J.  Defchofsky. 

Greensburg,  Pa. — A  meeting  of  the  Bnai 
Zion  was  held  here  on   the  occasion  of 'the 


visit  of  Miss  L.  Schulman,  president,  and 
several  members  of  the  Pittsburg  Daughters 
of  Zion,  and  Mr.  J.  Lichter,  president  of  the 
Pittsburg  Tiphereth  Zion.  An  interesting 
address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  I.  Kahanowitz, 
chairman  of  the  local  society,  and  by  Mr. 
H.  Rabinowitz  and  Mr.  Lichter. 

New  York. — The  Tifereth  Zion  has  ar- 
ranged a  picnic  for  August  31  in  Liberty  Park.' 
The  society,  of  which  Mr.  Albert  Sonberg  is 
president,  has  its  headquarters  at  81  Colum- 
bia street,  where  a  musical  class  meets  every 
Thursday  evening. 

New  York. — The  Friends  of  Zion  have 
elected  the  following  officers :  Mr.  Martin 
Goldberg,  president;  Mr,  H.  Harris,  first  vice- 
president;  Mr.  Wm.  Mosover,  second  vice- 
president;  Mr.  Michael  Aaronson,  recording 
and  English  corresponding  secretary;  Mr.  S. 
Liberman,  financial  secretary;  Mr.  M.  Stone, 
treasurer. 

New  York. — At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  J.  de 
Haas,  a  meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  July 
28,  in  the  Florence  Building,  Second  avenue, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  advisability 
of  forming  a  new  Zionist  organization  in  this 
city.  After  a  long  and  interesting  discussion 
it  was  decided  to  found  a  society  to  be  called 
the  "  Maccaba?ans "  which  shall  in  no  way 
interfere  with  any  existing  societies,  and  the 
object  of  which  shall  be  to  propagate  the  Na- 
tional Idea,  and  carry  on  an  active  campaign 
in  the  interest  of  the  movement  and  further 
all  the  active  principles  of  the  Zionist  pro- 
gramme. Every  member  pledged  himself  to 
be  active.  A  pledge  undertaking  to  work  for 
the  cause  will  have  to  be  given  by  every  new 
member..  The  second  meeting,  at  which  the 
constitution  was  presented  and  officers 
elected,  was  held  on  Tuesday,  August  12. 

Rockland,  Me. — Mr.  S.  Margolies,  with 
Mr.  M.  C.  Rosen,  has  founded  two  Zionist 
societies  here,  the  Dorshei  Zion  and  the 
Daughters  of  Zion  Association. 
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New  York. — The  "  B'nai  Zion  Kadimah," 
of  New  York,  held  its  regular  meeting  Satur- 
day evening,  26th  ult.  It  was  decided  to  ob- 
tain a  sub-charter  from  the  Federation,  to 
purchase  one  share  of  the  Maccabsean  Stock 
Company,  the  money  being  already  collected, 
that  $6  worth  of  stamps  of  the  National  Fund 
be  obtained.  The  money  was  advanced  by 
some  of  the  members.  Mr.  David  A.  Segall 
was  thanked  for  his  donation  toward  the  Na- 
tional Fund  in  honor  of  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Louise  Weissman.  A  committee  of  ten  at- 
tended the  marriage  ceremony  of  Brother 
Bennimovitz,  an  active  member  of  the  so- 
ciety, on  Sunday,  July  20.  The  committee 
presented  the  young  couple  with  a  beautiful 
portrait  of  Dr.  Theodore  Herzl.  Mr.  David 
Rabinowitz,  brother  of  the  great  Yiddish  ora- 
tor, Rev.  M.  H.  Rabinowitz,  delivered  an  elo- 
quent speech.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
a  satisfactory  financial  report  was  presented. 
The  society  now  contains  about  sixty  good- 
standing  members.  The  officers  are:  A. 
Nathanson,  chairman ;  Ph.  Berriano,  vice- 
chairman  ;  A.  Katzman,  first  trustee ;  Mr. 
Polackoflf,  second  trustee;  H.  Zackonick, 
cashier;  D.  Rabinowitz,  recording  secretary; 

A.  Wechsler,  financial  secretary. 

The  newly  organized  Dr.  Herzl's  Tent  736, 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  is  growing  rapidly. 
Most  of  the  members  are  young  men  whose 
views  of  the  Zionist  movement  are  idealistic. 
On  the  evening  of  August  7,  at  their  meeting, 
it  was  decided  to  hold  regular  literary  meet- 
ings. The  principle  of  the  Tent  is  to  educate 
the  members  socially,  morally  and  intel- 
lectually. Members  are  admitted  between 
18  and  51  years  of  age.  Dr.  Geo.  Jeshurun 
is  the  instructor  in  Jewish  history,  Mr.  I. 
M.  Rosenthal,  commander. 

The  Jehuda  Halevy  Zionist  Literary  and 
Singing  Society  has  been  aroused  from  its 
long  lethargy.  All  the  ex-members  and 
others  who  wish  to  co-operate  with  the  work 
are  respectfully  invited  to  communicate  with 
Mr.  I.  M.  Rosenthal,  232  E.  114th  street. 

The  Shoshanos  Zion  has  moved  from  Flor- 
ence Building  to  the  New  Grand  Hall.  288 
Grand  street,  and  holds  its  meeting  every 
Wednesday  instead  of  Saturdays. 

Reading,  Pa. — The  Rose  of  Zion  Associ- 
aHon  held  a  mass  meeting  at  the  Temple 
Shomri  Ha  Brith,  on  Sunday,  August  3-    Dr- 

B.  L.  Gordon,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Rev. 


J.  Kaplan,  of  Reading,  addressed  the  large 
assemblage.  A  good  many  members  were 
enrolled,  and  ten  shares  in  the  Jewish  Colo- 
nial Trust  were  disposed  of.  The  officers 
are :  President,  Levi  Simon ;  vice-president, 
John  Silberman;  treasurer,  Ab.  Silberman; 
secretaries.  Max  Goldberg  and  David  Schein ; 
trustees,  Raphael  Marcus  and  Benjamin 
Heller. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Dr.  Benj.  L.  Gordon 
has  organized  a  new  society  here  which  it  is 
intended  shall  consist  only  of  students  and 
professional  men.  The  object  of  the  organi- 
zation is  to  furnish  speakers  from  among  such 
members  to  Zionist  societies  at  different  times, 
to  meet  and  discuss  Jewish  interests  and  to 
propagate  Zionism  among  students  and  pro- 
fessional men. 

At  the  first  meeting  temporary  officers  were 
appointed :  Dr.  Gordon,  chairman,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Gross,  secretary.  The  society  was 
named  The  Students'  Zionist  League,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  con- 
stitution. Those  desirous  of  joining  this  or- 
ganization should  address  Mr.  Joseph  Gross, 
attorney-at-law,  524  Walnut  street,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — The  Bnai  Zion  recent- 
ly elected  the  following  officers :  Mr.  Simon 
Levy,  president;  Mr.  William  Meyerson,  first 
vice-president;  Mr.  Herman  Fineman,  sec- 
ond vice-president ;  Mr.  Max  Polonsky,  finan- 
cial secretary;  Mr.  H.  N.  Slonimsky,  record- 
ing secretary ;  Mr.  N.  B.  Leventhal,  treasu- 
rer ;  Miss  C.  Gorchovsky,  librarian.  Trus- 
tees :  Misses  M.  Sachs,  C.  Gorchovsky,  A. 
Moses  and  R.  Rabinowitz.  Secretary  and 
treasurer  of  shares,  Miss  Abuhove. 

A  Hebrew  class  has  been  formed  here  and 
is  doing  successful  work. 

CANADA 

The  receipt  of  1,008  subscriptions  to  the 
Shekel  Fund  in  the  month  of  June  from  the 
Canadian  Zionist  Federation,  has  been  ac- 
knowledged from  Vienna,  and  also  $50  from 
the  Montreal  Zionist  Society  toward  the  Gol- 
den Book  of  the  National  Fund. 

Mr.  Clarence  I.  de  Sola,  President  of  the 
Federation  of  Zionist  Societies  of  Canada, 
has  arranged  with  Mr.  L  L  Rubinowitz,  of 
Vancouver,  to  organize  a  new  Zionist  So- 
ciety in  that  city.  Mr.  Rubinowitz  has  been 
working  actively  toward  that  end,  and  his 
success  is  assured. 
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News  from  AH  Lands 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Berlin  Ezra 
Association  for  the  colonization  of  Palestine 
it  was  reported  the  body  now  numbers  5,300 
members,  and  that  the  income  during  1901 
was  15,664  marks.  The  Association  claims 
to  be  neutral  towards  the  Zionist  movement, 
but  it  is  a  great  pity  that  in  endeavoring  to 
maintain  their  standpoint  it  should  not  have 
excluded  from  its  ranks  Herr  Willy  Bambus, 
than  whom  no  man  has  been  more  respon- 
sible for  mischief,  for  slanderous  statements 
against  our  leaders  and  the  cause. 


A  proposal  has  been  made  for  the  purchase 
of  life  member  rights  as  far  as  the  payment 
of  the  Shekolim  is  concerned,  by  paying  a 
lump  sum;  a  resolution  of  this  kind  may  be 
brought  forward  at  the  next  Congress.  A 
good  deal  of  opposition  has,  however,  al- 
ready been  manifested  to  it,  it  being  held  that 
the  whole  purpose  of  the  payment  would  be 
defeated  if  an  individual  could  purchase 
voting  rights  for  life. 

The  Swiss  Federation  of  Zionists  held  their 
annual  conference  in  the  last  days  of  June 
in  Berne,  Switzerland.  The  report  showed 
four  new  organizations  had  been  started  in 
Baden  (Aargau),  Freiburg,  Berne  and  Basle. 
There  are  now  fourteen  societies  in  the  Fed- 
eration. Switzerland  contains  but  very  few 
Jews,  but  in  the  spring  a  thousand  francs 
were  collected  for  the  National  Fund ;  and 
at  the  Conference  itself  collections  were  made 
for  the  interest  of  the  Fund. 


Mr.  Zangwill  has  not  withdrawn  from  his 
attitude  on  the  J.  C.  A.,  as  the  following  let- 
ter in  the  London  Times  of  July  22  shows : 
"Sir: — May  I  recur  briefly  to  the  subject  of 
the  partial  misapplication  of  the  Hirsch  mil- 
lions, since  no  reply  was  attempted  by  the 
trustees  to  my  indictment  in  your  columns. 


and,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Anglo-Jewish  As- 
sociation last  week — the  only  occasion  of  the 
year  on  which  a  representative  of  the  trustees 
can  be  brought  to  bay — discussion  on  the 
points  I  raised  was  burked  by  the  president  on 
the  evasive  pleas  that  I  was  not  present.  (I 
am  not  a  member  of  the  association.)  Such 
defense  as  Mr.  Claude  Montefiore  attempted 
in  his  presidential  address  was  of  the  same 
quibblesome  order.  The  larger  portion  of  the 
funds  of  the  Jewish  Colonization  Association, 
he  says,  is  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  Russian 
Jews ;  how,  then,  can  this  money  be  spent  in 
Palestine,  from  which  Russian  Jews  are  large- 
ly excluded?  I  have  already  answered  this 
childish  quibble.  Some  of  the  money  could 
be  spent  to  secure  their  admission.  Mr.  Mon- 
tefiore already  admits  that  money  is  spent 
for  the  Jews  of  Turkey  more  profitably  than 
elsewhere,  and  with  less  official  friction.  Mr. 
Montefiore,  however,  is  not  eager  to  deport 
the  Russian  Jews  even  to  the  Argentine,  for 
he  says  the  Russo-Jewish  question  can  only 
be  solved  in  Russia  itself.  This  may  be  a 
just  opinion,  and  I  am  not  so  fanatical  a 
Zionist  that  I  would  not  solve  the  question  in 
Russia  rather  than  nowhere.  Unfortunately 
it  was  not  Baron  Hirsch's  opinion.  His  fixed 
idea  was  to  remove  the  Jews  from  Russia. 
The  Jewish  Colonization  Association  is  not 
the  Jewish  Palliation  Association.  It  is  here 
to  colonize.  If  it  cannot  do  what  Baron 
Hirsch  desired,  let  its  present  directors  resign, 
or  at  least  get  the  Charity  Commissioners  to 
modify  their  trust.  But,  as  the  bequest  stands 
at  present,  Mr.  Montefiore  cannot  use  Baron 
Hirsch's  money  to  promote  Mr.  Montefiore's 
ideas. 

The  Jewish  Colonization  Association  is  a 
public  body.  I  ask  again,  why  is  it  afraid 
to  publish  its  balance  sheet? 

Yours  obediently, 

IsR.\EL  Zangwill. 

5  Elm  Tree  Road,  N.  W. 
July  21.   1902. 
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August,  1902.]  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  MACCAB^AN. 


The  Negotiations  with  the  Sultan 

THE  following  official  dispatch,  dated  Vienna,  August  7,  has  been  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  American  Zionists: 

Vienna,  August  7. 

After  remaining  ten  days  in  Constantinople,  Dr.  Herzl,  President  of  the  Zion- 
ist Congresses,  and  Herr  D.  Wolfifsohn,  Chairman  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust, 
returned  hither.  Dr.  Herzl  with  Herr  Wolffsohn  left  for  Constantinople  on  July 
22,  the  former  having  received  an  invitation  from  H.  S.  M.  Sultan  by  telegraph. 

Dr.  Herzl  was  received  with  the  utmost  respect,  and  was,  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  stay  in  Constantinople,  the  guest  of  the  Sultan. 

The  negotiations  on  this  occasion  were  conducted  for  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment by  His  Excellency  the  Grand  Vizier  Said  Pascha,  their  Excellencies  the 
First  Secretary  to  the  Sultan,  Tassin  Bey,  the  Chief  Master  of  Ceremonies,  the 
Dragoman  of  the  Imperial  Divan,  Ibrahim  Bey,  and  the  Aide  to  the  Sultan  Aarif 
Bey. 

Dr.  Herzl  had  two  long  conferences  with  the  Grand  Vizier,  and  visited  Zuldiz . 
Kiosk  every  day  to  discuss  matters  with  the  Sultan's  representatives.  For  H.  S. 
M.  the  Sultan  Dr.  Herzl  prepared  in  French  several  plans  which  were  translated 
into  Turkish  by  his  own  interpreter,  and  immediataely  laid  before  the  Sultan.  In 
these  proposals  Dr.  Herzl  stated  the  view  point  of  the  Zionists  and  formulated  a 
scheme  whereby  a  charter  should  be  granted  for  the  settlement  of  Jews  in  parts 
of  Palestine  geographically  united,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  Asia  Minor. 

These  proposals  were  carefully  considered  by  the  Turkish  authorities.  The 
Sultan,  through  his  representatives,  then  expressed  his  full  sympathy  for  the  Jew- 
ish people,  but  the  concessions  which  His  Majesty  expressed  himself  prepared  to 
make  to  Jewish  settlement  could  not  be  regarded  as  sufficient  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Zionist  programme. 

The  negotiations  thus  had  no  result.  The  Sultan,  at  the  close,  sent  Dr.  Herzl 
an  expression  of  his  regard  and  sympathy.  The  relations  with  the  Sultan  are  in 
no  way  broken  ofif.  We  venture  rather  to  hope  that  the  advantage  which  will  ac- 
crue from  an  orderly  and  legally  secured  settlement  of  Jews,  according  to  our  pro- 
gramme, will  be  fully  recognized  and  prove  acceptable  to  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Zionist  organizations  must  prepare  for  that  event;  agitation  must  be 
conducted  with  renewed  energy ;  and  material  help  must  be  collected.  The  more 
our  movement  will  prove  itself  capable  of  achievement,  the  sooner  and  the  more 
certain  will  we  achieve  our  purpose. 

A  conference,  under  the  constitution  adopted  at  the  last  congress,  has  been 
summoned  and  will  be  held  in  Vienna  at  the  end  of  October. 
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